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y I raxe up the pen at present to answer some que- 
a ries im 2 paper on the nightingale, (Bee, vol. v. 
- p-122,) by yeur ingenious and learned correspon. 
is dent Albanicus. 





Albanicus, in the letter alluded to, mentions the 
following report, of Peter the Great “ having, at 
considerable expence, introduced various singing 
birds into his gardens at Moscow and St Péters- 
burg.” . 

That, I presume, with the ingenious writer is 2 
mistake, for the following reasons : 

1st, There are no species of singing birds which 
winter with us, when at liberty to choose their quar- 
ters: nor indeed could their tender frame be able te 
resist the severity of the climate, if eccidentally left 
behind ;—in that case they must eiher perifh, or 
contract such a rheum, as would spoil their music on 
the return of spring. 
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306 on the nightingale in Rufsia. Dec. 26. 

I have, to be sure, mentioned a natrve singing 
bird in another letter*; but he himself, 1 have add« 
ed, is‘the only creature on earth enamoured of his 
note; and severely pays for his opinion. The rest 
enly visit us like other summer travellers, and go 
home again in autumn, in which they are perfectly 
rights. So that if Peter the Great had ever given 
himself the trouble to stock his gardens with exotic 
warblers, they would naturally have gone off with 
the rest on the approach of winter; and it is too 
much to suppose they would have returned again of 
their own accord. Indeed I can answer for» the 
wisdom of their progeny, whatever the parents 
might have done ; and the subjoined list of the Ruf- 
sian birds will convince you of the truth of my af- 
sertion, where you will find only northern warblers 
of pafsage. 

As te the nightingale, the ostensible subject of Al 
banicus’s letter, (although there is another bird 
lugged in; head and fhoulders, which seems’to be 
the-vulture of the poets to him.) ’ Philomel;*the 
sweetest of the feathered songsters, had rio occasion 
for Peter’s introduction ; as fhe seems to be perfectly 
at ‘home here whilst fhe stays, and most undoubtedly 
delighted the Rufsians with het music, many ages 
before their great civilizator was born, 

‘I doubt if there is a country in the world, where 
the nightingale is either in greater vigour; song, or 
number, than in Rufsia, where it absolutely stuns 
us with the fullnefs of its note when in a cage ; uad 


® The great grouse, an account of which will be sherwerte given, _ 
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is even disagreeable at meals in the houses of the na~ 
tives, where several are commonly kept in the hall; 
and all open their throats at once, so soon @ the 
noise of knives, t#c. sets them a-going ; insomuch 
that a man must literally bawl to be heard by or 
next neighbour. 

Since, then, Mr Editor, it is not high latitude 
which frightens Philomel from a country, how’do 
you account for her never venturing to the northof 
the Tweed, after all the strong afsurances you give 
us of the cultivation and planting in Scotland, the 
delight of that:plaintive songstrefs, according to Al- 
banicus, and other well informed naturalists ? 

That is acurious inquiry for the phitosophy of na- 
tural history, and yet your late Edinburgh work is 
perfectly silent on the subject. 

However, not to indulge the satiric Samuel John- 
son as much=in his grave as he was in his life, who 
would probably laugh more than he has talked, in 
his tomb, at such a collateral proof of his fhort-sight- 
ed remarks on Caledonia, I will explain the enigma, 
by pointing out'a few causes which invite Philomel 
to make us an annual visit, whilst fhe neglects a 
country which has given birth to a Buchannan and a 
Thomson. The truth‘of the matter is, then, with 
regard te the nightingale, that fhe is not so much at- 
tracted by the high state of our cultivation, effected 
with a two inch plough, drawn by addittle Finith 
horse; nor with the beauty of our bastard forests of 
aspine, birch, and fir, fit for little but fire wood, as 
with the three following circumstances, which offer 
irresistible temptation to soft billed birds. 
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The first is the uncommon softne/s of the damp: 
soil; a defect which even the credulous cynie could 
net accuse Scotland of. 

The second, a fhort, but ardent summer. 

And, thirdly, a great profusion of insects, the natue- 
ral result of the other two. 

Now, then, Mr Editor, if you with to pofsefs the 
nightingale, you have only te remove a few degrees 
nearer the pole, where you will have the ground co- 
vered six months in the year with a cloth -yard of 
frozen snow; and then, only let Caledonia be once 
more over-run with close natural forests, to prevent 
its drying during your fhort summer, and you will 
be sure to abound, like us, in vermin, and soft bill- 
ed.birds, (who live on them,) and like us you may 
eat woodcocks, snipes, &/c. in common at table, to. 
the music of Philon:el, our dinner choirister. 

We boast another uncommon luxury, equally the 
effect of our happy climate, and which you may 
equally enjoy by giving Scotland the northern ketch 
hinted at above ; that is, to have Philomel’s music 
at all seasons, in our stove heated rooms, where 
flowers blow, and birds sing, all the year round.. 
This advantage suggests a thought, which probably 
may account for the report that gave origin. to this 
letter. 

If Peter the Great first introduced into Rufsia » 
curious species of winter gardens that now exists, it 
will easily account for the story of exotic warblers } 
as they in fact not only live the whole year, in high 
spirits, and song, but even propagate their spe- 
cies on the spot, where Arctic rivals Asiatic luxu- 


ry. 
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I fhall here subjoin an account of the winter gar- 
den in her imperial majesty’s town palace, on the 
same floor with her superb: gallery of pictures, the 
jewel room, and other curiosities, from a little work 
of Arcticus not yet printed. 
Account of the winter gardens in Rufsia. 

‘¢ The imitation of the summer atmosphere, and 
other summer appearances, are so exact in.the win- 
ter garden of her imperial majesty, and of prince 
Potemkin, on a much larger scale at his-house in the 
horse guards, that the artificial, almost rivals the 
natural season, whilst all is ice and snow out’ of 
doors. Indeed the deception is truly astonifhing, on 
finding yourself on gravel walks, bordered with. 
trees, and a great variety of fhrubs and flowers 
blowing round you, and filling the air with their 
perfumes, whilst a multitude of birds, of various na- 
tions and plumage, are warbling on the spray, nay, 
even propagating their species, beguiled, Jike you, 
with the appearance of summer ; with all. this; the 
suffocating warm air of a hothouse, by no means 
conveys an idea of the climate breathed and» felt 
there; for by means of ventilation and communica. 
tion. with the external air at pleasure, the air in 
these gardens, like that of our houses, is mild and 
agreeable like a fine summer’s day. Besides these 
advantages, as we have a very bright, though a very 
feeble winter sun, from the reflection of the snow, 
this gay feathered mansion is illuminated with all 
his splendour, if not his heat ; but‘as that necefsary 
principle steals unseen from other artificial sources, 
a stranger, if it was pofsible to convey him here un- 
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conscious of the season, would suppose himself bas« 
king in the sun, when in fact he is only bafking iA 
‘his light ; so difficult is it to separate the ideas of 
bright sunfbine and heat,—especialty when a man 
feels both, and sees around him all the common ef- 
fects of that benign planet,—such as verdant trees, 
flowers blowing, birds pairing, te. 

But nothing can give a better idea of this artifi- 
cial summer and garden, than to say, that both Eu- 
ropean, American, and Asiatic birds, are deceived 
into propagation by it; for the loxia cardinalis, or 
Virginian nightingale*, the tringilla Angolensis, 
or Angola sparrow, with the tringilla amadava 
from the Brazils, have all had young there within 
these few years; and as to canaries, and European 
birds, they breed most readily. I thall here subjoin, 
as a curiosity, the list of the supply her imperial 
majesty has purchased from the famous London bird 
dealer, Brooks, this semmer, with the prices paid'fot 
them. The list sent is the original wrote by Brooks 
himself, the same her majesty received and paid. 

On the winter food of the nightingale in Rafsia. 

I have still to mention the winter food of the nightin- 
gale in Rufsia, when the swarm of summerf insects 
are no more. That consists ofdried ants eggs, and 
cockroaches, (blatta,) which the hot cottages of the 
peasants ever furnifh, especially as every oné bakes 
his own bread at home. It will likewise be equal- 


® The keeper of the emprefs's winter garden, told your correspondent, 
that the /oxia cardinalis des-royed her own young, although I think that 
the rats are more likely to have done it, which often get into that en- 
- chanted place. ° 7 
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ly in its place, and interesting to the curious, to 
give the simple stratagem by which the peasant 
procures a stock of ants eggs during the summer, 
for the winter market,— as he does it by obliging 
the little industrious insect itself, to separate them 
from the quantity of hetrogeneous matter with 
which they are mixed in its hillock or nest, 

The Rufsian thepherd fhapes out a spot about two 
or three yards square, on some sequestered piece of 
bare beaten ground, commonly a bye road ; and sure 
roundsit with a wet ditch, two or three inches broad, 
and an inch or two deep. Into the centre of this 
little formican fort, he then brings a whole hillock, 
with all its contents, and scatters it about, laying here 
and there, (on spots kept clean for the purpose,) 
little heaps of small fir branches, under which the 
whole diminutive community hasten to conceal their 
eggs, with all the industry so well remarked by 
Selomon, as the only hiding places which the 
cruel wet ditch permits them to reach with their 
precious deposit. 

By this simple stratagem, the lazy fhepherd, when 
he has Jolled his hour out on the adjoining turf, 
finds the whole of the insect treasure under the fir 
branches, carefully separated from all extraneous 
substances, and fit for market, either frefh or dried, 
according. to the season, where he sells them by 
measure, to the numerous amateurs of the nightin- 
gale. 

I thall finifh this letter by observing, that Alba- 
nicus’s description of the Englith nightingale, agrees 
with the Rufsian variety, except in the tip of red 
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-on the wings and tatl, which either does not obtain 
_at all, or is so faint, as to escape my observation, not 
-only in the-living bird, but in a couple of fine stuffed 
specimens now before me, and which I can handle 
and examine more closely, tham the delicate original 
will permit. 

You will find here annexed, a catalogue-of ‘Rufsian 

birds*, which includes the whole found in the pro- 
vinces conquered from the Swedes in which we 
live ; and as those who winter with us, and whe 
alone with propriety .can be called natives, are 
marked with an asterifk, it will perfectly answer the 
purpose of my letter, which had principally for its 
_object, to point out the singing birds of this district, 
together with the-rest of our feathered inhabitants ; 
and to note, which are, and are not, birds of paf- 
sage: at the same time, I have made it pretty evi- 
dent, that the entomologic attractions of Rufsia 
must have enticed the nightingale, many ages. before 
Peter the great was born. 

I send you, likewise, according to. my promise, 
in this letter, Brooks’s note of exotic birds, sold 
to the emprefs this summer, which you may publith 
if you think it worth while. It contains also some 
other animals fhe purehased at the same time ; and 


paid for the whole 5600 rubles. 
ARCTICcUs, 


* This catalogue must be interesting to your readers who are lovers 
of ornithology, as it is the first full and correct list ever publifhed, com- 
posed from my own ample collection of Rufsian birds, the rest added 
with Dr Pallas’s afsistanee. 





Z Catalogue * of Russian BirDS which frequent the 
country round St Peterfburg. 


Those that are marked thus * remain the whole year. . 
Linn&vws. PENANT. 
ACCIPITRES. RAPACIOUS. 
x Fatco Chrysetos - - Golden eagle 
2 Palumbarius - Goshawk 
Milvus - - Kite 
Buteo - - - Buzzard 
Subbuteo - - Hobby 
Nisus - - += Sparrow hawk 
Pafsetinus - - Merlin 
8 Srarx * Bubo - ~ - Eagle owl 
9 * Flammea - White owl 
70 *Ulula - + Brown owl 
it * Pafserina Little owl 
12 Otus - - Eared owl 


Pic. PIES. 
33 Lantus Excubitor Great Shrike 
a4‘Corvus Corax - - Raven. 
15 * Cornix - Hooded crow 
16 * Monedula Jack daw 
317 * Pica, - - - Magpie 
18 Glandarius - - Jay 
19 Infaustus - - Little jay 
20 Coriocatactes - Nut patch 
21 Ortotus Galbula - - Oriole or golden thru‘h 
22 Cucutus Canorus - - Cuckoo 
23 Jynx Torquilla - - Wry neck 
24 Picus * Viridis - - - Green wood pecker 
25 Martius - - - Black wood pecker 
26 Varius sajor - Great spotted wood pecker 


a 


* The list of birds, &c. sent to Rufsia by Mr Brooks, w'!l perhaps be 
given in some future number of this work, 
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Linn&vs. PENANT. 
27 Picus Varius minor - Small spotted wood pecker 
28 * Tridactylus - Three toed wood pecker 
29 Srrra Europea - - - Wood cracker or nut hateh 


GALLINZ. GaLLINACEOUS. 
30 Terrao * Urogallus - Great, or wood grous 
3 * Tetrix - - - Black game 
32 * Lagopus - - Ptarmigan 
33 *Bonasia - - Gelinotte 
34 Perdrix - - - Partridge 
35 Coturnix - - Quail 
36 Corumza Oenas - - Common pigeon 
37 Palumbus - - Ring dove 


PASSERES. PASSERINE. 
38 Axupa Arvensis - - Sky lark 
39 Arborea - - Wood lark 
40 Turpus Viscivorus - - Thrufh 
4 Pilaris - - - Fieldfare] 
Iliacus - - - Redwing 
Merula - - ~- Blackbird 
*Cinclus - - Water ouzel 
45 Ampecxis Garrulus - - Chatterer 
46 Loxia Coccothraustes - Grofs beak 
* Enucleator - Fine grofs beak 
* Curvirostra - Crofsbill 
* Pyrrhula - - Bullfinch 
Chloris - - - Greenfinch 
51 Empeaiza Miliaria - - Common bunting 
$2 * Citrinella- - Yellow bunting 
53 * Nivalis - - - Snow bunting 
54 Frinemta Carduelis - -Goldfinch 
55 Ceelabs - - = Chaffinch 
56 * Domestica - - Common sparrow 
$7 Spinus - - -  Sifkin 
58 * Linaria ~ © Lefserred headed linnet 
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Linyzuvs, 

59 Moraciita Alba 

690 Flava 

61 

62 


Luscinia 


Rubecola 


Hippolais - 


Frochilus 

Salicaria 
67 Paxus * Major 
68 
69 * Ater 
70 Hirunpo Rustica 
Urbica 
Apus 


71 


72 


Pheenicurus 


* Coeruleus 


ue of Rufsian Birds. - 
PENANT. 
White wagtail 

- Yellow wagtail: 
Nightingale 

- Red start 
Red breast 

~ Petty chaps 
Yeilow warbler 

- Sedge warbler 
Great titmouse 
Blue titmouse 
Cole titmouse 

- Chimney swallow 
Martin 
Swift 


73 Caprimutcus Europeus - Goat sucker 


GRALLA- 
44 Anpea Major 
75 Cinerea 
76 Stellaris 


977 ScoLrorax Arquata 


78 
79 
80 
Sr 


Pheopus 
Rusticola 
Limosa_ - 
Glottis 
Calidris 
Alpina 
Gallinago 
Gallinula 
87 Trinca Pugnax 
88 Vanellus 
89 Ochropus 
go Cinclus 


a 


Egocephala 


WADERS. 

- Male heron 
Female heron 

- Bittern 
Curlew 
Whimbrel 
Woodcock 
Godwit 
Lefser godwit 
Green fhank 
Red thank 

- Black breast 
Common snipe 
Jack snipe 
Ruff 
Lapwing 
Green sand piper 
Purre 


t. 
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LInNzUvs. PENANT. 
gt Cuarapatus Apricarius Black breasted plover 
92 Pluvialis  - - Golden plover 
93 Hiaticula - Ringed plover 
94 Hoemaropus Ostralegus Oyster catcher 
95 Rattus Crex - = Land rail 
66 Aquatica - ~- Water rail 
ANSERES. WEB- POOTED. 
97 Futica Atra - - Coot 
98 Corymsus Cristatus - Great crested grebe 
99 Auritus - «+ Eared grebe 
109 Arcticus - Northern diver 
101 Stellatus  - - Speckled diver 
102 Larus Canus - Common gull 
103 Tridactylus - Three toed gull 
104 Sterna Hirunda - - Greattern 
105 Menrcus * Merganser - Goosander 
106 Albellus - Smew 
107 Ansrr Mansuelus - - Beangoose 
108 Anas Erythropus mas __ Bernacle (scarce) 
199 Erythropus fem. White fronted goose(scarce} 
110 Fusca- - Velvet duck (very scarce) 
11 Fuligula - Tufted duck 
¥E2 Clangula - ~- Golden eye 
113 Boschas - Maillard 
114 Clypeata - - Shoveler 
115 Acuta’ => - Pintail 
236 , Hymatis vel t Long tailed duck 
giacialis 
117 Ferina - - Pochard 
118 Strepera Gadwall 
119 Creccas- Teal 
120 Querquedula - Garganey 


In all 120 which frequent this province, and only 26 are natives, of 
which pafs both winter end summer here, : 
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THE TRAVELLER. No IV. 


GBSERVATIONS AND OPINIONS OF J- W. SPENCER? 
Continued Jrom p. 162. 


Altorff, Swy erland. 


Some gloomy philosophers maintain, that the life- 
of man is-one continued scene of wearinefs, vexati- 
on, and disappointment ; and even the royal aphorist 
has said, that “ all is vanity and vexation of spirit.” 
This man certainly never knew the pleasures which 
a sense of the enjoyment of liberty confers upon the 
minds of innocent virtuous people, or he could not 
have said so: Had he travelled two days with my 
honest landlord, William Schutz of Gersaw, through 
this part of Switzerland, he would have altered his 
tone. Schutz, though now upwards of seventy 
years of age, has accompanied me with a warm en- 
thusiasm of mind, that, among old paced statesmen, 
would be deemed little fhort of insanity in a person 
of twenty-five years of age only, whose soul was still 
glowing with the benign deliriam of youthful inex- 
perience. Neither sorrow nor vexation can find room 
to lodge within his bosom. All his faculties have 
been continually alive since we left his native home, 
to imprefs me with the same enthusiastic ardour 
with himself. He saw his efforts have not been en- 
tirely in vain ; and his happinefs, I have every rea- 
son to believe, has been without alloy. 

Ever since I entered Switzerland, I have begun 
to doubt, whether the wide extension of literature 
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by means of printing, be as necefsary for promoting 
the happinefs of mankind, as I had formerly belie- 
ved undeniable. I here find, in fact, a people who 
have scarcely any knowledge of letters; who sel~ 
dom see a printed book ; but who are kind, benefi- 
cent, candid, and upright in their dealings, almost 
beyond example in other parts of the world, 
They are, indeed, rude in their appearance, and defi- 
cient in external forms of politenefs; but they pof- 
sefs the efsentials in a more eminent degree than any 
other people with whom I have yet conversed ; and 
in the bosom of their families, they enjoy a peaceful 
tranquillity I have in vain looked for elsewhere, 
The knowledge of good and evil, is the fruit of the 
same tree ; and whoever tastes the frst, must as ine- 
vitably partake of the /ast ; and I am inclined to think 
the evi/ always preponderates. The heart is easily 
seduced by vivid pictures of scenes that captivate 
the imagination ; and writers who are to live by the 
sale of their works, will too often endeavour to cap~ 
tivate the fancy of theiz readers, at the expence of 
their morals. Thus do the numerous writings 
which are difseminated. over the rest of Europe, 
tend in many cases to propagate error instead of 
truth ; and always to corrupt the heart, and debase 
the morals of the people. Here, no such thing pre- 
vails ; the understandings of the people are indeed 
little informed, but their hearts are upright; their 
views are limited, but their intention is always 
pure. 

In this particular neighbourhood, as well as in 
many other parts of Switzerland, however, the 
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people are much better informed in respect to the 
impertant transactions in their own country, than 
any where else that I have ever been. This know- 
ledge is not obtained by means of books; but by 
pictures, and traditionary histories connected with 
these, handed down from father to son, with the 
most faithful punctuality. There is nota child of 
ten years old, in those districts I have lately visited, 
who does not know the whole history of the cir- 
cumstances that led to the establifhment of the 
Helvetic liberties ; or the glorious battles that were 
fought and won by their predecefsors, in defence of 
that freedom which they then had not, and now en. 
joy, with as much accuracy as the best informed 
historian could narrate it. Their youthful minds. 
thus catch the ardour of freedom at an early period ; 
which is afterwards preserved by a frequent repe- 
tition of the same, which is the only historical sub- 
ject that .engrofses their attention. Whoever mix. 
es among the people, must learn these incidents 
with .the most perfect accuracy ; though, as to the 
history of other nations, you scarcely hear any more 
than if they had never existed. 

The story of William Tell is well known even in 
other parts of the world; for, like the history of 
Joseph and his brethern, it can never fail to prove 
interesting to all who hear it. It ought to afford a 
Jefson to all sovereigns, and to every person intrust- 
ed with ‘power, that never fhould be forgotten, 
The bow may be bent toa certain degree without 


gauvch injury ; but if it be puthed farther, it will 
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-certainly break, and often prove destructive to the 
person who tried to overstrain it. 

In the fourteenth century, when this part of 
Switzerland was an apanage of the counts of Harp. 
fburg, then become emperors of Germany, these 
distant provinces were put under the government 
of subordinate delegates, called dat/ies, who exerci« 
sed their power with the most despotic authority, 
The people made remonstrances to the emperor ; 
but in vain. The baillies, irritated by jthese re- 
monstrances, and confident of being supported by 
the court, became more insolent and opprefsive than 
before. Among these Gesler, baillie of Schweitz, 
a man of ferocious manners, and rapacious disposi« 
tion, rendered himself singularly obnoxious by the 
extravagance of his opprefsions. Among other acts 
of despotism, he planted a pike in the middle of 
the market place of the village, (for it was then no 
more,) of Altorff, where I now sit; upon the top 
of which he placed his bonnet; and, like Nebuchad- 
nezzar of old, he commanded that all persons whe 
-pafsed it, fhould fall down and worthip it. This 
degree of insolence, in a man lately raised to pows 
er, among a people who had been accustomed te 
enjoy a great degree of freedom, excited the high- 
est indignation. Three men of the provinces of 
-Schweitz, Underwald, and Ury, who had received, 
each, personal indignities from the overbearing 
~Gesler, resolved to exert every effort in their pow- 
er to free themselves and countrymen from this 
intolerable thraldom.. Their names are here re- 
peated by every child as soon as itcanlisp. They were 
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Walter Furst of Altorff, Warnier Stauffacher of 
Schweitz, and Lrnest du Melchthal of Underwald. 
These three men, of determined intrepidity,: and 
much respected in the different districts to whiciz 
they belonged, having privately communicated their 
sentiments to each other, met together, in summer 
1307, in a small meadow called Grutéin, ia the dis- 
trict of Uri, where they concerted the plan of a.ge~ | 
neral insurrection of the three cantons, which fhonuld 
take..place on the first day of January 1308; and 
each retired to their several districts, tocommunicate 
the plan, in confidence, to such as they could trust, and 
prepare matters for the great enterprise intended. 

In the mean while, William Tell, a young man 
of great firmnefs of mind, regardlefs of the insolent 
order of Gesler, pafsed the pike, without paying 
obeisance to the ridiculous emblem of authority on 
the top of it. Gesler, informed of this piece of disres- 
pect, condemned Teil, by way of punifhment, tocleave, 
with.an arrow, an apple placed on the head of his son, 
standing at a considerable distance from him, in the 
market place now before me. Tell, though an expert 
archer, terrified at the danger his son would run in 
such a, situation, rather chose to submit to the pu- 
nifhment of death, himself, than attempt it. But 
Gesler told him, that if he refused to do it, both his 
son and himself fhould be hanged together. In this 
extremity, Tell was compelled to try his fkill. He 
was so fortunate as to split the apple without hur- 
ting his son. The fhouts of the people, who rejviced 
at this, good fortune, served only to irritate Gesler 
the more. He observed that Tell had another ar- 
row, and afked what use he intended to make of 

YOL. Xl. $5 
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it, when, in the delirium of rage, which animated 
him, Tell answered with firmnefs, ‘‘ wretch! (saidhe,)’ 
if I had killed my son, this arrow fhould have been 
steeped in your heart’s blood !” This was a crime of 
too high nature to be forgiven. Tell was immediate. 
ly seized, and condemned to suffer perpetual im- 
prisonment in the castle of Ku/inacht. Gesler would 
not even lose sight of him till he was safely lodged 
there. He was carried bound to Fiuellin, from 
whence they were to go by water to Ku/snacht, in 
the province of Schweitz ; but on their pafsage, one 
of those tempests so common on this lake at that 
time of the year, (the 18th of November,) arose; and 
they were in the greatest danger of being all swal- 
lowed up by the waves. In this extremity, one of 
the servants of Gesler, who knew that Tell was an 
expert mariner, proposed that he fhould be unbound 
to give them his afsistance. The advice was adop- 
ted. Tell exerted himself as much as pofsible for 
their common preservation ; and taking the helm, 
gave directions to the rowers how to proceed. He 
observed that his bow and arrows had been put 
into the stern of the boat; and being driven near 
a projecting head land, between Siziken and Bru- 
nen, where the sea ran very high, he gave orders 
to the rowers to exert all their force, and keep 
steady at their pull, till they thould weather it ; 
then keeping as .close to the lee fhore as pof- 
sible, and bringing the boat thus as near the rock as 
he could. No sooner did the prow of the boat get 
past the rock, than suddenly turning the helm, the 
stern came wery near the rock, when, watching 
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the favourable moment, h® snatched up his bow and 
arrows, and leaped on fhore. By the effort of his 
spring, the boat was puthed off; and he instantly 
scrambled up among the rocks, and concealed himself 
among the trees, so as not to be within the reach of 
any mifsile weapon, had they attempted it. The 
boat, with great difficulty, reached Brunen, where 
the governor landed. From thence he was to go to 
Kufsnacht, along the valley of Schweitz. Tell knew, 
that in the route he would take, he must of necefsity 
pafs a narrow defile. To this defile he hastened by 
another route, so as to be there before him; and con- 
cealing himself among the trees, he waited with pa- 
tience till Gesler with his suite arrived. There, ta- 
king a true aim, he fhot him through the heart ; and 
leaving his attendants to make the best of their dy- 
ing master they could, he made his escape without 
being perceived. He went immediately to Stauffa- 
cher, one of the three jurors, told what he had done, 
and endeavoured to prevail upon him to adopt that 
moment for the insurrection ; but this man, cool as 
well as determined, did not think it proper to preci- 
pitate matters prematurely. They continued quiet 
till the day appointed ; and though the secret must 
have been known to most of the heads of the fa- 
milies of the three districts, it was not even suspec- 
ted by any of the ruling powers till the very day 
concerted ; when the whole three provinces rose, to 
@man, and proceeded ina body to their governors. 
Gesler being already dead, and the others lefs ob- 
noxious, the people contented themselves with telling 
them, that they must leave the country immediately, 
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and conducting them to the confines of the state, with» 
out offering any violence, they ordered them never 
more to return, under the severest penalties. The 
vain efforts that the house of Austria made, to re- 
cover the pofsefsion of these barren provinces, and 
the unparalleled exertions that the untrained boors 
of a rustic district made to preserve their freedom, 
justly entitle the annals of Switzerland, at that period, 
to the admiration of mankind. 

Since the liberties of the Helvetic body have been 
secured, the memory of the facts above narrated 
have been preserved by the most lasting memorials. 
In the year 4388, the canton of Uré erected a cha- 
pel on the rock where Tell escaped from the boat, 
which is preserved with the utmost care till this 
day. One hundred and forty persons, who had known: 
the hero himself, afsisted at its foundation. I visi- 
ted this temple, sacred to freedom, with the senti- 
ments of veneration it naturely inspires. I contem- 
plated with great pleasure, the paintings comme. 
morative of these transactions, which are executed in 
a good stile, and well preserved. It is these pain- 
tings, which are repeated in many other places in 
Switzerland, that speak to the eyes of the most il 
literate, which tend so effectually to preserve the me- 
mory of these important transactions. Another 
temple was lately erected, still more spacious than that 
I have seen, at the place where Gesler fell: but that 
I had not time to visit. A good statue of Tell, lead- 
ing his son by the hand, stands in the market place 
of Altorff now before me, on the very spot where 
he stood when he fhot the arrow; and a beautiful 
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isolated tower occupies the spot where his son was 
placed. There is scarcely a town in Switzerland in 
which there are not some public monuments erected 
to commemorate these events. And as most of them 
consist of either paintings, or das reliefs, tolerably well 
executed, they make a much deeper imprefsion oh 
youthful minds, which have been previously awa- 
kened to attend to them, by the animated, though 
simple narratives of these events, by their parents 
round the social fire, than any historic narrative, drily 
made, couldafford. To this cause must be ascribed 
that strong enthusiasm for liberty, which hath ever so 
conspicuously marked the character of the Swifs ; and 
it certainly is to the recéllection of the animating 
pleasure they all have felt from these sensations in 
their early youth, which they no longer experience 
in foreign countries, that we must ascribe that ar- 
dent desire to revisit their native country, which us- 
ually seizes the Swifs, when they have been long 
absent from it.—Happy people ! happy in the inno- 
cence which the want of affluence so naturally in- 
spires ! Long may the vices which wealth engenders, 
be banifhed from thy humble abodes ! and mayest thou 
never experienee that giddy intoxication, which too 
much prosperity with such inevitable certainty en« 
genders, the fatal forerunner of misfortune ! 
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POSITIONS TO BE EXAMINED. 
BY THE LATE DR FRANKLIN. 


Au food, or subsistence for mankind, arises 
from the earth or waters. 

2. Necefsaries of life that are not foods, and all 
other conveniencies, -have their value estimated by 
the proportion of food consumed while we are em- 
ployed in procuring them. 

3. A small people, with a large territory, may sub. 
sist on the productions of nature, with no other la- 
bour than that of gatherigg the vegetables and cateh- 
ing the animals. 

4. A large people, with a small territory, find these 
insufficient ; and, to subsist, must labour the earth, 
to make it produce greater quantities of vegetable 
food, suitable for the nourifhment of men, and of the 
animals they intend to eat. 

5. From this labour arises a great increase of vege- 
table and animal food, and of materials for clothing ; 
as flax, wool, silk, t%c. The superfluity of these is 
wealth. With this wealth we pay for the labour 
employed in building our houses, cities, 8c. which 
are therefore only subsistence thus metamorpho- 
sed. 

6. Manufactures are only another fhape into which 
so much provisions and subsistence are turned, as 
were in value equal to the manufactures produced. 
This appears from hence, that the manufacturer 
does not, in fact, obtain from the employer, for his 
labour, more than a mere subsistence, including rai- 
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ment, fuel, and fhelter ; all which derive their value 
from the provisions consumed in procuring them. 

7. The produce of the earth, thus converted in- 
to magufactures, may be more easily carried to dise 
tant markets than before such conversion. 

8. Fair commerce is where equal values are ex> 
changed for equal, the expence of transport inclu- 
ded. Thus, of it costs A in England as much la- 
bour and charge to raise a bufhel of wheat, as it costs 
B in France to produce four gallons of wine, then are 
four gallons of wine the fair exchange for a bufhel 
of wheat, A and B meeting at half distance with 
their commodities to make the exchange. The ad- 
vantage of this fair commeree is,,that each party in- 
creases the number of his enjoyments, having, in- 
stead of wheat alone, or wine alone, the use of both 
wheat and wine. 

g- Where the labour and expence of producing 
both commodities are known to both parties, bar- 
gains will generally be fair and equal. Where 
they are known to one party only, bargains will 
often be unequal, knowledge taking its advantage 
of ignorance. 

10. Thus he that carries 1oao bufhels of wheat 
abroad to sell, may not probably obtain so great a 
profit thereon, as if he had first turned the wheat in- 
to manufactures, by subsisting therewith the work- 
men while producing those manufactures, since 
there are many expediting and facilitating methods 
of working, not generally known; and strangers to 
the manufactures, though they know pretty well 
the expence of raising wheat, are unacquainted with 
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those. fhort methods of working ; and thence, being 
apt to suppose more Jabouremployed in the manu- 
factures than there really i is, are more easily impo- 
sed on in their value,and induced.to allow more for 
them than they are honestly worth. 

11. Thus the advantage. of.having manufactures 
in a country, does not consist, ‘as is commonly sup~ 
posed, in their highly advancing the value of rough 
materials, of which they are formed; since, though 
six pennyworth of flax may be-worth.twenty {hil- 
lings when worked into lace, yet the yery cause of 
its being worth twenty fhillings, is, that, besides the 
flax, it has cost nineteen fhillings and sixpence in sub- 
sistence to the manufacturer. But ‘the advantage 
of manufactures is, that under their dhape, provisions 
maay be more easily carried to a foreigd market ; and 
by their means our traders may moreveasily cheat 
strangers. Few, where it is not made, are judges 
of the value of lace. The importer may demand 
forty, and pehaps get thirty thillings. for that which 
cost him but twenty. 

12. Finally, there seem to be: but thfee ways for 
a nation to acquire wealth. The first is by war, 
as the Romans ‘did, in plundering their conquered 
neighbours ; this is robbery —The second by com- 
merce, which is generally cheating.—The third by 
agriculture, the only honest way; wherein man 
receives a rea] increase of the seed.thrown into the 
ground, in a kind of continual miracle, wrought by 
the hand of God inhis favour,.as a reward for his in- 


nocent life and his virtuous industry. 
*'B. FRANKLIN. 





ASTERIA ROCKING THE CRADLE. 


For the Bee. 


°T is fair Asteria’s fond employ, 
To rock yen little restlefs boy ; 
‘That cradle in its small domains, 
Oh, what a tréasure it contains ! 


-Not all Arabia's spicy store, 

Nor all Golconda's glitt’ring ore, 
Elysian fields, nor Eden’s grove, 
Could buy that little restlefs love. 


Sweet babe, the fair Asteria cries ! 
Sweet babe! the list’ning muse replies ; 
While here a faithful guard we keep, 
Sweet babe, enjoy the honied sleep. 


Now huh the sob, and huth the sigs, 
Lo ! softest slumbers close his eyes ; 
And here a faithful guard we keep, 
Sweet babe, enjoy the honied sleep. 


Ere yon bright orb, that rules the tky, 
Beam‘d on the lovely infant s eye; 
And ere it whimper’d, ere it wept, 
‘Close in the silent womb it slept. 


And who can tell the bitter smart, 
That pierc’d Asteria’s trembling heart ; 
‘Yet sure there's magic in that boy, 
‘That wakes the soft parental joy. 


And still Asteria’s languid,face, 
Wears the pale primrese’ sickly. grace; 
Yet o’er that face, what brilliance hues 
Can her beloved babe diffuse ! 


How sweet beside the cradle’s brink, 
In musing state to sit and think, 
‘No daisied bank, no green hill’s side, 
So shines in nature’s decent pride. 
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poetry. 
Pleas'd o'er the cradle’s head to gaze; 
A smile bedecks Asteria’s face; 
How ev'ry feature charms her sight, 
How ev’ry motion wakes delight! 


What rising beauties there the views, 
The rosy lip, the polifh’d nose, 

The slender eyebrow budding thin, 
The velvet cheek, the dimpling chin. 


Anon fhe views the sparkling eye, 

The lifted hand, the tuneful cry, 

And hast’ning on through years to come, 
She traces out his future doom. 


‘¢ Haply he'll plead religion’s cause, 

“* Or weep o'er freedom’s bleeding laws 5 
* Or feel the poet’s sacred rage, 

«¢ Or trace the dark historic page.”* 


Nor is so sweet the sweetest gale, 
That breathes acrofs the silent vale 
From myrtle grove, or garden's bloom, 
As is thy sweeter breath’s perfume. 


At length the breathes the piovs pray'r, ~ 

** Great God! Oh! make my child thy care, 
«« And may his future actions be 

*¢ Saered to virtue, and to thee, 


Whatever fortune then betide, 

Thou fhalt his portion still abide 5” 

And when his course of life is run, eos 
Oh ! let him wear a never withering crown.” 


TO THE FAIR. 


Twoven all that’s charming deck the faces 
The glowing cheek, the azure eye, - 
Time kills the fair, they fade apace, 
And soon forgot they droop and die. 


, But where the throbbing bosom glows, 
With sacred truth’s unsullied pow'r 5. - 
‘Shere harmlefs. wastes the vermil rose, 
There honour braves the stealing hours 
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TRAVELLING MEMCRANDUMS BY LORD GARDENSTONE. 


R usens AND SHAKESPEARE COMPARED. 


Antwerp. 

Serr. 6. This day we arrived at Antwerp.—The town pre- 
sents an appearance ofthe broken or decayed fragments of 
a city, once great and opulent.—It retains nothing of its 
ancient grandeur, but momuments and traces of supersti- 
tion.—We saw a most fantastical procefsion here, on the 
supposed birth-day of the virgin Mary.—The cathedral 
has certainly one of the noblest spires in Europe.—In 
this, and in other churches, and religious houses, we see, 
at their altars, and in their chapels, many pillars and orna- 
ments of marble, which are, in a high degree, rich and 
beautiful—Among the prodigious mafs of paintings in 
those ancient buildings, there “is little or pothing excel- 
lent, but the works of Rubens and Vandyke, and a few 
paintings by one or two others of lefs note ;—the rest are, 
for the most part, tawdry, or glaring pieces, intended to 
represent the mysterious, unintelligible, or supernatural 
points of catholic faith, such as the incafnation, the re- 
surrection, the ascension, purgatory, alsumption of the 
plefsed virgin, Oc. Ce. 

When we contemplate the works of a great genius, in a 
heap of ordinary paintings, it resembles a perusal of Shake- 
speare’s plays, intermixed with a promiscuous and volu- 
minous collection of modern dramas.—Rubens, like Shakes- 
peare, is a studious master of nature, which he never 
forsakes ;—-though, by the force of a wonderful genius 
he is able to heighten and embellith his representations of 
it, so as to present the appearance of supernatural objects, 
—This obseivation is singularly applicable te his famous 
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painting of. the.holy family, in which, he, has _ presented 

seven figures done from, his, own, family.--This painting. 

is in the church of St James,_—He has, by force of genius, 

infused into the various and beautiful features of those fi- 

gures, and particularly into the grace, the purity, the 

smiling beauty, and innocence of the child, such a-bright- 

nefs and perfection, as to excite in our minds-an ‘idea iof 

divine nature, blended with the human.—-In his pictute 

of St Theresa, in the church of Chausén, making inter~ 

cefsion to an apparition of eur Saviour, he represents-the’ 
souls in purgatory by human faces, in which the sensation: 
of affliction and dismay are mixed with devotion and/hopes 
—The genuine characters of human nattre are exprefsed; 

varied, and heightened, by the talents of the painter}‘so- 
as, in a strange manner, to convey into our minds an 
idea of a future mysterious state of penitence, ‘trial; and 
purgation.——In the same way, he presetves the characters’ 
of human nature in all his paintings of supernaturaPobs 

jects 3/when, as Shakespeare exprefses it, bis tmagimation 

bodies farth the forms of things unknown.—It is thus a)so° 
that Shakespeare sets before us, in his wonderfulpoetiéal 

paintings, the forms of supernatural objects.~~His desorip- 

tions of witches and fairies, have a strange resemblance ta 

human character and vulgar epiniun.-—I cannot forbear 

to set down some pictures, even of the heathen gods, which 

sesm to us natural, by a resemblance to objects of our 

kpowledge.—-Thus. Hamlet, in the fine description ofshis 

father,~— 


. 


An eye like Mars! the front of Jove himself! 
A. station liké che hezald Mercury, 
New ligh:ed on a heaven kifsing hill. 


In Romeo’s gallant fancy, te describe his beautiful miss 
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trefs, seated at midnight’in a lighted gallery above him, 
he introduces this’ patficutar allusion’: ~*~ 
'° 2 For thou art as glorious to my sight, 
« Asds the winged mefsenger from.J ove, 
‘Toth’ upturn’d wond’ring-eyes of mortals 


‘When he bestrides-the lazy pacing clouds, 
And sails gpon the bosam of the air. “ 


Besides these pictures* of Rubens already mentioned). 
TL have seen some others, which are, in my opinitn, most 
admirable,.and of which the colours are in the highest 
beanty:and: preservation. Among these I reckon the de- 
scent. from the crofs, and the afsumption of the virgin. 
No pawex of genius can make the fable of a woman, as- 
cending bodily to heaven, with angels hovering round her; 
or iter coronation in heaven by the holy trinity, objects of 
nature,.or.credit.. But the virgin’s figure in the afsump-: 
tion. is. charming, and the devout amazement of the specta- 
tons, is: natural te. those happy mortals who have faith. 
enough to. believe the fact. 

The..erection of the crofs in the church of St Wal- 
bourgh, and the adoration of the magi in the church of 
St. Michael, .E rank ameng the paintings of highest merit. 
In this-last.church there is a piece of statuary intended to 
represent \eferurty. My author of the little tour, calls it 
an emasingly fine piece. For my part, I think the idea is 
amazingly:absurd ; and the execution, though fine, is not 
happy.i. It conveys an imprefsion of calm and serious, 
in place of wild and bewildered contemplation *. 

Though I admire Vandyke’s paintings, they do not 
strkke me as works of genius equal to those of Rubens. 
This. may be from my want of just taste, or sufficient 
knowledge. : 


® «© Yn thy immensity all thought is lost. Fancy gives over its fighe* 
Wearied imagination spends itselfin vain.” 


SHAFTSBEWRYs 
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In a churchi, the name I have forgot, there'is a picture 
ef Rubens justly admired, which represents the dead bo. 
dy of Christ in Joseph’s arms and in the Recollets, his 
picture of the crucifixion between two Riveny f is @ Capi- 
tal piece. 

In Antwerp there are several large magazines of pain- 
tings for sale’; in one of which I purchased four pieces by 
Tenier, and one by Ostade. They cost me twenty-eight 
louis d’ors. I think they are originals, but maybe de- 
ceived. To me they are pleasing and humourous paint- 
ings. I am curious to know the opinions of connoifseurs, 
though resolved to be pleased however they decide : de 
gustibus non dispuitandum. Rembrandt's’ mother, in’ this 
collection, appears to me a piece of singular *exceilence:. 
¥t is flefh and blood! with admirable features of real life 
and character, upon canvas! The’ ‘price'is L. 300. If 
1 thought myself adequately rich, I would pay’ down the 


money, with the hazard of being ridiculed no connoif. 
seurs. 


Dufseldorp. 

Sept. 22. This day, on our arrival, we visited, with 
great pleasure, the elector Palatine’s gallery of pain- 
tings. They fill five spacious apartments, and may be 
divided into three clafses; the Flemifh, and the Italian, 
(which are admirable, ) and a promiscuous Collection, desti- 
tute of genius, though, in worse company, they might 
make a tolerable figure. 

Such collections afford éxcellent amusement, in propor- 
fion to eur taste and fancy ; but after all, the best govern- 
ments are those which encourage useful industry and the 
arts, which promote the increase and happinefs of man- 
kind. I with that I could find a German prince, who, in 
in place of an uuinhabited palace of paintings, fhall thew 


me a gallery of elegant manufactories, such as the mer- 
/ 
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chants, of Lyons exhibit ;.and) I with that they would 
leave those magnificent, but. costly works of genius, tg 
great states and monarchs, who have superfluous revenues, 
and who can ogratify the .highest.vanity without oppref- 
sion. One apartment of this palace is filled with pieces 
which are.said..te, be the works of my favourite Rubens, 
the Shakespeare of Flemith painters. Many of them are 
genuineand charming. His picture of the last judgement, 
is exquisite, beyond exprefsion, or description. _ The va- 
rious joyous faces, and. happy figures of those who rise to 
be saved, contrasted, with the wretched contortions of those 
who sink. to, be:damned, display all the powers of superior 
genius. ‘The old devil seizes two fine wenches, struggling 
hard. to escape his clutches, while, at the same time, he is 
“kicking a German baron before him over the precipice of 
perdition. | This. devil -is an object perfectly curious; a 
wild, . wasted, gracelefs figure! He personifies the, rich 


deseription of our heroic poet Milton, in those wonderfyl 
emphatic lines: 


Round he throws his baleful eyes, 
Which witnefs’d huge affliction and dismay, 
Mix'd with obdurate pride, and stedfast hate. 


But there ‘is a distinction to be observed between the 
ideas of the poet and the painter. in Milton, the devil 
was newly fallen 


He above the rest, 
In fhape and gesture proudly eminent, 
Stood like a tower ; his form had not yet lost 
All her original brightne{s, nor appear’d 
Lefs then archangel ruin’d. 
But, in Rubens, he is an old desperate reprobate; whe 
is supposed to have existed tothe time of the last judge- 


ment; a Very uncertein period. The painter has also re- 
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-presented him with that archnefs ascribed by Milton te 
death, whe, he says, 

Grinn'd horrible, a ghastly smile. 

I flatter myself that these remarks will not be disagree- 
able to critics of the sterling stamp. Before I close this 
uncommon topic, I cannot help observing, that Shakes- 
.peare infuses into his very wicked characters, for the most 
part,a singular kind of pleasantry. Lago is exceedingly 
droll. Richard m1. is a great wit; and the bastard, in 
king Lear, has an extraordinary measure of threwdnefs and 
profligate humour. Old Hamlet, indeed, is penitent ; 
and Macbeth discovers a transient contrition; but, to 
make up for this, the the-devil, his queen, defeats all his 
scruples, by turning them into derision. I now return to 
Rubens. 

The faces of some of the damned are strongly expref- 
sive of Shakespeare’s significant idea, that, * to be furious, 
is to be frighted out of fear.” Such similarities, in the 
sublime of poetry and painting, may be traced in various 
-works of genius. 

The portraits of the second wife, and the mistrefs of 
-Rubens make another specimen of superior ability and 
genuine humour. The wife is a picture of lovely decent 
modesty ; the mistrefs, of bewitching wantonnefs and levi- 


ty. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Tue rhapsody of the Country Domine is received with the corrections, and 
fhall have a place when a spare corner offers. 
; P ne favour of 4. X. is received. This is, he thinks; the second copy 
of it. 

The lines transmitted by A/amira are not fitto appear before the se- 
Vere eye of the public; though they may please the parties concerned in 
private, where they fhould be kept. 

The continuation of Trader Political is received. It is hoped this will 
be concluded in the present volume. 
Xe The _ by rue are received, and fhall appear in an early number of 

is work, 





SHORT CHRONICLE 


OF EVENTS. 


eer = J 
Nov, 21. 1792. 
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Fortran. 
France. 

Srsce our last the armies of 
‘France on the north, have met 
with uninterrupted  succefs, 
Custine has carried Mentz 
and Franckfort, which he has 
laid under contribution; and 
Dumourier, after a succefsion 
of tkirmithes for several days 
gained a more decisive victo- 
ry on the 6th near to Mons, 
which city capitulated to him 
on the 7th.  Brofsels is 
now supposed to be in great 
danger ; but the duke de Saxe 
Teschen, who now, commands in 
room of the disgraced duke of 
Brunswick, is determined, it is 
saidy to dispute every iuch of 
ground, and mow occupies a 
strong post within six miles of 
Brufsels. 

In Savoy nothing has been 
done since the agreement took 
place between the government 
of Geneva and Montesquiou. 
This agreement has given great 
umbrage to the executive pow- 
ers in France, who have order- 
ed Montesquiou home to an- 
swer for his conduct. 

In the Mediterranean the 
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fe, arms are still triempi- 
ant. <A flaz of truce, with a 
boat’s company, having -bcen 
sent on fhore by admiral Tru- 
guet, to summon the small 
place of Onaglia to surrender, 
was fired upon, and some of 
them killed ; on which he im- 
mediately attacked the place, 
carried, pillaged, and burnt it. 

Custine has denounced Ke/- 
ferman in the National Conven- 
tion. Kellerman has accused 
Custine of ignorance. In the 
mean time Kellerman-is depri- 
ved of his command, and or- 
dered to appear at the bar of 
the National Convention to an- 
swer to the charges brought a- 
gainst him, ; 

Marat has been obliged te 
abscond. 


National Convention. 

October 29. A report was 
read by Rolland the minister 
for the home department, in 
obedience to a dectee of the 
28th, enjoining him to give in 
an account in three days of 
the state of Paris, of the ob- 
stacles which impeded the exe- 
cution of the laws in that city, 


a 





ii” 
and of the means which ought 
to be pursued to remove them. 
In this memorial, which was 
of considerable length, Roland 
adverts first tq the Commons, 
and gives a vid of the depre- 
dations committed by some of 
their commifsioners, At Sen- 
lis, two of these commifsioners 
had carried away the silver 
plate belonging to the hospital 
and the superior,;--they brought 
to Paris two administrators, 
robbed them of their money, 
and afterwards sent them a- 
way without giving them a co- 
py of the proceedings against 
them. At Chantilly, they sei- 
zed on a large quantity of 
cloaths, hunting accoutrements, 
lace, and saddles, ornamented 
with gold and silver. At the 
hotel de Coigni, they carried 
away a great number of ma- 
trefses. ‘The prisoners brought 
from Orleans had a great deal 
of property upon them; and 
one of them, De Lefszert, had 
about him a great number of 
valuable effects and bills of ex- 
change; but ofthese the Com- 
mons never gave any account, 
notwithstanding repeated re- 
quisitions from the minister. 
De,Septeuil had at his house 
34,0001. in specie, afsignats, 
watches, and other valuables; 
of these also the Commons ne- 
ver gave any account. From 
the Hotel des invahdes, one of 
the commifsioners carried away 
whatever he thought proper. 


"The orders of the minister, for-! 
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bidding any thing to be remo. 
ved im this manner, were trea. 
ted with contempt, and abu- 
sive language was thrown out 
against those persons whom he 
sent to enforce them. Some 
malevolent emifsaries had pro- 
pagated a report that a great 
number of arms were deposited 
under the dome of the Hospital 
des Invalides. The two neigh- 
bouring sections decreed, that 
the earth fhould be dug to the 
depth of twenty-five feet to 
search forthem. The minister 
having received intelligence of 
this design, wifhed to prevent 
a measure which was likely te 
endenger the building.—His 
commands, however, were dis- 
obeyed. When he insisted on 
having them executed, he was 
threatened withan insurrection. 
The search was made, and the 
mistaken citizens found nothing 
but fhame. Another section, 
that of the Pantheon Francat, 
pafsed a decree, in which they 
declared that they would vote 
in any mode they liked, and if 
any individual of their section 
fhould be summoned to the bar, 
all the citizens of it would re- 
pair under arms to the Conven. 
tion. The Commons of Pari 
he added, had usurped the ad- 
ministration of the hospitals, 
and even that of the Bicctre, 
which did not belong to its 
district. After entering intoa 
variety of details the minister 
gave a fhort view of Paris ia 
the following exprefsiye words: 
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* A wise but too feeble de- 
partment ; Commons aetrve, but 
despotic ; people excellent but 
decetved ; confusion of powers ; 
abuse and contempt of consti- 
tuted authorities ; public force 
of little avail, owing to its 
being badly commanded.’ 

Roland was of opinion that 
the National Convention, by 
too long delaying to pursue vi- 
gorous measures, had given 
rise to all those disorders 
which had happened at Paris. 
With regard to the thirty pri- 
soners, supposed to be emi- 
grants, they were all except two 
really foreigners. — Germans, 
Prufsians, Austrians, @’c. He 
also stated, that some despe- 
rate men wilhed to renew the 


horrid scenes of the 2d and 3d 


of September. He mentioned 
a letter which a citizen had 
Written to him on the subject : 
it was signed Granin, and the 
signature was certified by seve- 
ral public officers well known. 
Granin, in this letter, in- 
formed the minister, that he 
had heard a man belonging to 
the section of Marseilles, a 
member of the Club des Corde- 
liers, whom he did not name, 
but whose name he said, he 
could procure in two days, say, 
that another bleeding, but more 
copious, was necefsary 3 that it 
would take place in a few days ; 
that the factions of Roland and 
Brifsot must perifh ; that they 
must be annibilated in France ; 


iff 
and that Roberspierre alone 
ought to remain. 

The members on all sides 
called out, that the memorial, 
and the pieces which accom- 
panied it, ought to be printed. 
This, however, was violently 
opposed, 

Roberspierre rose to speak, 
but it wasa long time before he 
could make himself be heard. 
He complained with the great- 
est warmth of the hooting jand 
noise which prevented him 
from speaking. ‘ Shall I not 
then have the right (said he,) 
of telling you that the reports 
which you from time to time 
hear, are insidicusly directed 
to one end, shat of epprefsing 
the parriots. ( “ Tue Vit- 
Lains |?” exclaimed some mem- 
bers, The tumult and noise 
were here redoubied.) 

‘ If the president (resumed 
Roberspierre) employs the 
most specious pretences .’—— 

President-—“ I forgive you 
one calumny more.” 

The tumult was again re- 
newed, 

Danton——“ Speak Rober- 
spierre, good citizens are pre- 
sent to hear you. 

Merlin—“ If any thing can 
unmask intrigue, it is the me- 
morial of Roland. I movethat 
it be printed; and let a fo- 
rum be establithed, oa which . 
Roberspierre, and those who 
attack it, may appear, and act 
the part of gladiators. 
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Roberspierre——“ I request 
that the Convention will fix a 
day for difscufsing the different 
subjects contained in the me- 
morial of this minister. A 
member -of the afsembly has 
promised to bring an accusa- 
tion against me. I request 
that he may keep his promise, 
but at the same time that I 
may be permitted to reply, 
and that I may not be inter- 
rupted.” 

Danton—“ It is time to put 
an end to mistrust, and that the 
guilty fhould be punifhed as 
soon as they are discovered. I 
declare to the Convention, to 
the whole Republic, that I de- 
test Marat. I have experien- 


ced his temper, and I-declare 
that it is ve/canic, peévilh, and 


unsociable; but there exists 
no faction, nor can any exist 
in a republican state. I will 
not deny that private re- 
venge may have had a fhare 
in the mafsacres committed at 
the prisons, but it is ab- 
solutely false that these mur- 
ders were in consequence of 
any plot. I move that the dis- 
cufsion of this melancholy suu- 
ject may be adjourned till Mon- 
day.” 

After a long and violent de- 
bate, the Convention decreed, 
that the memorial only fhould 
be printed. 


Louvet—“ I request silence, 


historical chronicle. 


veil the deepest plots. I have 
narrowly watched the conduct of 
Roberspierre, especially since 
the month of January last. Du- 
ring that month, a set of people 
were admitted into the Jaco- 
bin Club, who had never been 
seen there before. ‘These people 
formed a system of ambition, 
which they concealed under 
the mask of extravagant popu- 
larity, and they endeavoured to 
calumniate the best patriots, 
and to render them odious by 
the speeches which they delive- 
red in the club. These men 
wifhed to afscribe to them. 
seives the whole honour of the 
Revolution of the roth of Au- 
gust, though it was not accom- 
plifhed by them. It was they 
who planned and directed the 
execution of those dreadful 
scenes which made the streets of 
Paris run with blood during 
the first week of September, 
and which still excite horror 
in the most distant Depart- 
ments. It was they who despi- 
sed, and vilified, and persecu- 
ted the Legislative Afsembly. 
It was they who came to the 
bar to demand decrees, and 
who ihreatened they would 
cause the alarm bell to be 
sounded in Paris if their re- 
| quest was refused. It was Ro- 
berspierre who introduced in- 
to the Electorate Afsembly of 
| Paris, that Marat, whose name 


that I may be enabled to un-/|I cannot pronounce without hor 
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rot. It was Roberspierre that 
dragged that monster from the 
den in which he was concealed, 
into public notice. It was Ro- 
berspierre and Marat, who pol- 
luted with frightful bills all 
the walls of the capital ; and 
when the latter excited the 
people to mafsacre all the mi- 
nisters, he excepted none but 
Danton, who will find it a dif- 
ficult matter, on account of 
this exception, to justify him- 
self in the eye of posterity. It 
was these men who were the 
authors of that dreadful con- 
sternation into which Paris 
was thrown for so long time. 
It was they who came to re- 
quest that the people might be 
prevented from committing 
murders.——- Heavens! prayers 
were vain: and whena mo- 
ther supplicated for the life of 
a beloved son——a wife for that 
of a fond husband, both were 
inhumanly butchered. These 
bloody men withed to satiate 
their cruel eyes with the 
fhocking spectacle of 28,0¢0 
bodies sacrificed to their fury ! 
Roberspierre I accuse you of 
having long calumniated the best 
patriots, --- calumniated them 
when your calumnies were sen- 
tences of death. I accuse you 
of having dispersed and perse- 
cuted the Legislative Afsem- 
bly; of having exhibited 
yourself as an object of idola- 
try; of having aimed at su- 
preme power,---and in this ac- 
Cusation your own conduct will 


speak more strongly than my 
words. 

“ Citizens, Legislators, 
there is another man among you 
whom we must denounce. It 
is Marat, since I must here ad- 
drefs {him by his name; that 
man who declared to you that 
he withed to see 260,000 
heads fall at his feet. I move 
that you will pafs a decree of 
accusation against him; and 
that you will order your Com- 
mittee of Legislation to ex- 
amine the conduct of Rober- 
spierre.”” 

This speech was ordered to 
be printed. 


M. Lacroix having obser- 
ved that the Committee of Le- 
gislation -were employed on 
different accusations against 
Marat, the Convention pro- 
ceeded to the order of the 
day. 

Roberspierre having re- 
quested that the Convention 
would allow him till Mouday 
to prepare to answer to the 
charges made against him, his 
request was granted. 

The Sitting rose at five 
o’clock in the evening. 


Roberspierre was ordered to 
give in his defence on Mon- 
day, which he did. After hear- 
ing which, on the motion of 
Barrere, they adopted this sin- 
gular decree : 

“ The National Conventicn 
considering that it fhould only 
occupy itself with the interests 
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of the Republic, pafses to the 
order of the day, on the accu- 
sation of Roberspierre by Lou- 
vet.” 

A jealousy seems to prevail 
very generally in France a- 
gainst the Parisians, who, they 
suppose, have a desire to al- 
sume the powers of govern- 
ment to themselves, of which 
the following facts are suffici- 
ent documents : 

Oct. 25. Addrefses were pre 


sented from the Society of the” 


Friends of Liberty and Equa- 
lity of the city of Auxerre, the 
Commons of Brive, and the 
Administrators of the district 
of Liseux, complaining of the 
inordinate power afsumed by 
the Parisians, and requesting 
that a guard from the Eighty- 
three Departments might be 
appointed for the protection of 
the Convention. 

Nov. 5. Bithop Fauchet read 
on this subject a memorial, 
which paints the deplorable 
state of the French nation at 
present : 

“ Since the roth of August,” 
said the bifhop, “ a kind of re- 
gency, like those of Algiers 
and Tripoli, has been establi- 
fhed at Paris. The petty horde 
of daring villains sent emifsaries 
androbbers intothe Departments 
to plunder them, and give them 
up to all the horrors of anarchy. 
At Sens, they succeeded in 
their perfidious designs ;—-they 
preached up murder, and the 


—they preached up contempt 
of constituted authorities, and 
the magistrates ceased to have 
power ;—-they preached up ha- 
tred of the National Afsembly 
and the Executive Council, 
from whom they derived their 
power, and the Commons of 
Paris were proclaimed at Sens 
the only power of the Republic. 
At Villeneuve-sur-Yonne, they 
preached up the sovereignty of 
every individual, in  conse- 
quence of which a Justice of 
the Peace was deposed, and a 
beautiful public building de- 
stroyed. At Joigni they im- 
prisoned the President of the 
district, and deprived all the 
members of the Directory of 
their offices. At Auxerre they 
establifhed a Committee of 
Safety, like that of the Com- 
mons of Paris.. They distri- 
buted, in great profusion, co- 
pies of a journal filled with a- 
buse against the National Con- 
vention. One of the indivi- 
duals who exercised this Sove- 
reignity, is named Dojon, whom 
the Committee of Safety had 
ordered to be arrested, because 
he was accused of having fa- 
voured the escape of the ci-de- 
vant Prince de Poix, and of 
having stolen a port felio be- 
longing to the State, contain- 
ing valuable effects. The ci- 
tizens have, however, begun to 
treat these emifsaries as they 
deserve, and several of them 
have been arrested in the de- 


blood of the citizens was thed ; [partment of la Haute-Saone,” 
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Nov. 4. The Federates of,thers of Paris. 


There all 


the Departments afsembled at| hearts will be united, and the 
Paris, presented a petition.—| Forty-eight Sections will no 


“ Legislators, brought by the 
dangers of our country to Pa- 
ris, we come to solicit a decree 
to put a stop to anarchy and 
the machinations of the wick- 
ed. We desire to participate 
as brothers, in the labours of 
the National Guard of Paris ; 
and to join the force of our 
arms to that of your know. 
ledge. But a set of men, de- 
voted to mafsacre, with to dis- 
unite us from the people of Pa- 
ris. We will not speak to you 
of the reproaches aud menaces 
to which we are daily exposed. 
Every night we are threatened 
with being afsafsinated in our 
quarters; you, too, Legislators, 
are threatened by the Tribuni- 
tian Faction. It is said that 
we with to afsafsinate Louis 
xvr. of whom we think no 
more than if he had certainly 
never existed. It is said, that 
we want to remove the Con- 
vention from Paris, while it is 
only the anarchists that want 
to drive you from it, that they 
may plunder the treasury, and 
renew the scenes of the 2d Sep- 
tember. But let them take 
care,—we are here; we will 
enlighten the people, and no- 
thing fhall fkreen the anar- 
chists from the sword of the 
law. Legislators, we propose 
to you to ordain a civic: festi- 
val between us and our bro- 


longer see in us but brothers 
and good friends.” 

Ordered that this addrefs 
be printed and referred to the 
Military Committee. 


Commifsioners from the sec- 
tions of Paris petitioned that 
the Federates might be sent to 
the frontiers. “ It is there,” 
said they, “ that these gene- 
rous citizens may be useful to 
their country. At Paris, it is 
only from armed men, that li- 
berty can have any cause of a- 
larm.” 

The Convention ordered 
both petitions to be printed. 

Fallien.—** Since -you have 
resolved that both petitions 
fhall be printed, I must declare 
a fact. The day before yester- 
day armed men were crying 
through Paris,—Long dive Ro- 
land! No trial of the king. 

Gorsas replied, that yester- 
day, under the very walls of 
the Convention, persons were 
spiriting up the people to maf- 
sacre Lasource, Guadet, Bar- 
baroux, and Louvet. A citi- 
zen went to denounce this fact 
to the Committee of Surveil- 
lance, where he was very ill 
received. 

The Convention decreed, that 
the citizen fhould point out to- 
morrow at the bar the members 
of the Committee of Surveil- 





vill 
Jance who had refused to hear 
him, 


Miscellaneous. 

By late accounts from the 
East Indies, we learn, that 
Tippoo had made the second 
payment stipulated by the late 
Convention ; and that the 
combined troops had evacuated 
Seringapatam and Bangalore, 
the last of which places the 
troops left with great regret, 
as the situation is pleasant and 
healthy, and the climate more 
temperate than in most of our 
pofsefsions in India. Great 
hopes are entertained, that the 
acquisition of territory we have 
Jately obtained from him, will 
turn out to be much more va- 
duable than was at first expec- 
ted. 

The Prince Bifhop of 
Wurtzburg has not only de- 
clined offensive measures a- 
gainst the French, but sent a 
friendly letter upon the subject 
to General Custine. 

The elector of Mentz, and 
the Prince Bithop of Spiers, 
who were at Wurtzburg, have 
withdrawn themselves : —— ‘The 
first is gone to Heilegenstadt, 
and the other to Augiburg. 

Three French frigates are 
cruising off Ostend, to visit all 
the thips coming from or going 
4nto that port. 

At Prague, there has been 
aN insurrection on account of 
the privileges granted to the 
Jews. ‘The populace released 
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one of their body who ‘had 
been. imprisoned for remon- 
strating too freely with the 
Magistrates. The Emperor 
has thought it more adviseable 
to send Commifsioners with 
promises of redrefs, than to at- 
tempt quelling the discontent 
by force. 

In consequence of some fo- 
reign fhips of the line having 
appeared off the Heights of 
Civita Vecchia, the Pope has 
ifsued orders to the Command- 
ant of Rome to put it into the 
best state of defence as soon 
as pofsible ; and has also pro- 
hibited the exportation of all 
sorts of provisions from the 
Pontifical State. 

At this moment Finland is 
desolating by a putrid fever, 
which has carried off 5000 per- 
sons in the sole diocese of 


d’Abo. 


Domgstic. 

Letters from Jamaica of the 
23d of August, state, that the 
lofs of sugar, by the late hur- 
ricane at St Kitt’s, is estima- 
ted at 2000 hogfheads. 

We hear from the Island of 
Mull, Argylethire, that in the 
memory of man there has nat 
been a more extraordinary her- 
ring fifhing than has_ been 
there this season, particularly 
in Lochbay, and Lochscridon. 
—Ten and twelve barrels of a 
night is common for one boat 
to fith, 
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Foreren. 

France. 
Since our last, the French 
armies have been every where 
succefsful. Brufsels and Ant- 
werp, Namur, Leige, Mentz, 
Frankfort, have succefsively 
surrendered to them almost 
without a blow. The com- 
bined armies, it is said, mean 
to hazard a battle with them 
in the neighbourhood of Cob- 
lentz, where the king of Pruf- 
sia at present is; but their 


attempts to reprefs the French 


ardour have been hitherto at- 
tended with so little succefs, 
that they seem not to have 
great hopes of proving victo- 
rious at present. ‘The ar- 
chives, and valuable effects, 
are every where removing 
from the frontiers, into the 
internal parts of Germany. 
The Freach have made a 
formal demand of the Dutch 
to open the Scheld, which has 
been refused. The pretext 
was, that they might thus get 
fhips of war carried up that 
river, for the purpose of ‘be- 
sieging the citadel of Ant- 
werp. That citadel having 
since surrendered, the object 
of this demand no longer ex- 
ists. It remains to be seen 
VOL, Xii. 


whether they will on that ac- 
count desist from insisting on 
it. Ifthey do not, it fhould 
seem that a war with the 
Dutch will be inevitable. 

In the mean while, where- 
ever the French arms prevail, 
the generals immediately de- 
clare ‘the people to be free ; 
and invite them to make 
choice of whatever form of 
government fhall be most a- 
greeable to themselves. The 
people of Savoy have, in con- 
sequence of this option, al- 
most unanimously approved 
ef the French form of govern- 
ment, and have sent a solemn 
deputation of their members 
to the National Convention, 
to request, that they might be 
made a constituent part of the 
French republic. Their re- 
quest has been complied with, 
and the province of Savoy is 
now admitted as an 84th de- 
partment, under the name of the 
department of Mount Blanc. 

The same succefs has not 
attended their effosts in re- 
gard to this particular in other 
quarters. The people of 
Brufsels, by a great majority 
of votes, have declared, that 
they with to adhere to their 
ancient form of government, 
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and to preserve their adhe- in giviag employment to the 
rence to the Catholic religion lower clafses of the people, 
inviolate. At Frankfort they |who, without it, would be des. 
have’ gone farther; for when |titute of their best resources 
general Custine, willing to |for maintaining their families ; 
conciliate the good wifhes of/and concluded with requesting 
the lower clafses of the people, |that their ancient form ef go. 
imposed a contribution on the|vernment might be preserved 
town, but exempting every|/inviolate; and that the con- 
person from contributing any/tribution, whatever it fhould 
part of this tax who was not/be, that he imposed on that 
worth more than about/place, fhould be levied in the 
L. 1500 sterling; and calledjsame way that other taxes 
these people to make choice of|had been levied. And pray- 
the form of government they/ing that the French, under 
liked ; the lower orders of the} their new form of government, 
citizens, when met together,/might enjoy an eqaal fhare of 
came to an unanimousresolution|happinefs as they themselves 
of thanking the general for his/ experienced. 

good intentions towards them ;} While things go on thus 


but afsuring him, at the same/swimingly abroad, the internal 


time, that the form of govern-/tranquillity of France is per- 
ment they then lived under,/petually disturbed by a suc- 
was the very best they could/cefsion of commotions from 
devise: that they had from/ various quarters. Rolland, the 
experience felt, that they en-/ minister of the home depart- 
joyed under it every degree/ment, has given in several re- 
of political freedom that they| ports to the Natiunal Afsem- 
conceived was compatible/bly, which represent the state of 
with good government : that) France in a very bad point of 
their persons and property|/view. This has displeased the 
were secure from every illegal) Jacobins so much, that he is 
invasion : that if he had been/now proscribed by them, and 
informed they were desirous} will probably ere long feel the 
of any change, or had any/baneful effects of their fury. 
dislike to the higher order of/The following transaction is 
the citizens, he had been de-/among the last articles of in- 
ceived: that so far was this{telligence from France, and 
fzom being the case, that they/comes from a quarter that can- 
considered their wealthy/not be suspected of exaggera- 
brethren as their best friends) tion, 
and benefactors: that their} Nov. 30. Lecointre Puyra- 
money was chiefly laid ont}veaux, one of the three com- 












milsioners who had been sent 
into the department of Eure 
and Loire to quell the riots, 
made his report in the tribune. 

“ Yesterday,” ‘said he, 
“ your commifsioners were be- 
tween life and death 5 and per- 
haps at this moment the city 
of Chartres is on fire, and to- 
mortow will be delivered up 
to pillage, by a mob of twelve 


‘or fiffeen thousand men. 


“On our arrival at Char- 
tres, we were informed by the 
administrative bodies, of the 
circumstances of the insurrec- 
tion. The pretence is the 
dearnefs of provisions. 

“ Yesterday, the roth, we 
went to Courville, without arms, 
with the sole force of reason, 
thinking we fhould find men 
who had been misled, but 
whom it would be easy to 
bring back to their duty. But 
how great was our error? We 
found men imprefsed with the 
most unjust prepofsefsions- a- 
gainst the National Afsembly, 
and ready to fhed the blood 
of three of its members. 

“ On our arrival at Cour- 
ville, at about eight in the mor- 
ning, we conferred with the 
citizens, who were beginning 
to afsemble, and we augured 


‘favourably from their ansvers. 


But soon a report was circu- 
Jated among the people, that 
we were flowed by a consi- 
derable armed force, and that 
we were come to order a gene- 
al m afsacre, 
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“ Mean while the crowd i?- 
creased, and amounted to 4- 
bout 6000 men, armed wit 
guns, scythes, hatchets, @c- 
At our entreaty they repaired 
to the field of the federation, 
whither we went also, and, 
placing ourselves in the middle, 
we harangued them. 

“ We were heard at first 
peaceably, but soon several 
voices cried out, that we were 
monopolizers, aristocrats, paid 
by the farmers, enemies to the 
people ;—our heads were de- 
manded, and the cry ef no 
quarter became general.—My 
colleagues and myself were 
seized, separated, and dragged 
away; I cried out to them 
that 1 was a representative of 
the peoples blows then took 
place of words; and a hatchet 
—(Here the voice of the ora- 
tor was lost amidst the expref- 
sions of general indignation) 
——“at the sare time the clothes 
of my colleagues were torn off 
and throwa into thé river—the 
muzzle of a leaded gun was 
prefsed against my breast.— 
At that moment a citizen who 
hed already warned me to re- 
cire, told the multitude to. spare 
my life, on condition I signed 
the price of corm as they 
withed it to be fixed. 

“ I was in consequence 
dragged with my colleagues 
to the corn-market of Cour- 
ville. We were placed upon 
the sacks, and were forced to 
sign the tax of the price ofcorn; 
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We fhould have preferred death. 
But the safety of the State re- 
quired that we fhould inform 
you of these facts, that you may 
put aterm to the misfortunes 
with which all France is threa- 
tened. 

*¢ They wanted to punifh us 
for a motion made in the Af 
sembly, for supprefsing the sa- 
laries of the priests. 

“ The Agrarian law was 
proclaimed.—They cried out 
that the leases of the farms 
fhould be reduced to half their 
present price: that the farms 


fhould be divided: that the 


time of masters was past: and 
that now the labourers thould 
have their turn. 

“* They announced that the 
train would spread to Paris, 


where they fhould treat as they 
deserved, that Convention who 
are the enemie: of the people ; 
who destroy the priests, and 
who with to enrich themselves 
alone,” We. 

Such was in subSiance the 
report of Lecointre, part of 
which was made in the presence 
of his colleagues. 

Petion mounted the tribune. 
“¢ Citizens, said he, the enemies 
of the country are leading us 
on to anarchy, and from 
anarchy to despotism there 
is but a step. We have 
nothing more to fear from our 
external enemies, and we are 
tearing ourselves to pieces with 
our own hands! Can it be de- 
‘nied that this is the work ofthe 
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agitators ?——Corn is dear in the 
south, and all is quiet.—Near 
Paris it is cheap and all is con- 
fusion ! 

**O you, who incefsantly de- 
grade the Convention, and the 
constituted authorities, say, 
what is your wifh ?—we have 
overthrown royalty. You with 
to be free ; but is it by the prin- 
ciples of reason, or those of 
barbarity, that you think to be 
so?” 

Petion concluded by mov- 
ing, that a sufficient force be 
employed to reprefs the insur- 
rections by their ‘presence, 
and to spare the effusion of 
blood. 

Danton moved for an ad- 
drefs to the people to quiet 
their minds, relatively to the 
public worfhip. “The people, 
said he, have need of this con- 
solation of hope. The idea 
of another life is neacfsary to 
compensate them for the mis- 
fortunes and injustice they suf- 
fer in this. 

“ Let our deliberations, ad- 
ded he, have a more rapid 
course. Let us dispatch the 
trial of the king; we must 
deprive royalty of its last 

9 e,” 

the Convention annulled the 
price of corn, as subscribed to 
by the commifsoners, and dis- 
approved their signature. 

The executive council was 
charged to send, without de- 
lay, to Chartres, sufficient armed 
force to re-establith order. 
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Trial of the king. 

The National Convention 
having come to a resolution 
that Lewis xv. fhould be pub- 
licly tcied, 

Mulbe, on the 7th of No- 
vember, in name of the Com- 
mittee of Legislation, deliver- 
ed in a report respecting the 
mode that ought to be adop- 
ted on that trial, divided into 
no lefs than fourteen distinct 
heads, which are too long for 
our limits ; a considerable dif- 
ference of opinion having ap- 
peared in the Convention on 
this subject, and the arguments 
becoming so long as to be in 
danger of interrupting all o- 
ther businefs, the Convention 
decreed, that this subject 


fhould only be taken into con- 
sideration upon two days of 
each week. 

Many members have deli- 
vered their opinions, several 
of them moderate, and withing 


to persuade the Convention 
from motives of policy, as well 
as humanity, to avoid thedding 
the blood of the king ; while 
others with violence exclaim 
that all the misfortunes which 
threaten to overwhelm the 
state, are to be attributed to 
their culpable delay in not 
cutting him off. Nothing bas 
yet been decidedly determi- 
ned. 

In the mean while the king 
is closely confined, and expo- 
sed to every species of indig- 
nity, if the public accounts 


wit 
may be credited. He is said 
also, to be in a state of bad 
health ; so that there is a pro- 
bability that death may re- 
lieve him soon from his 
troubles, and ftee them from 
the unpleasing dilemma in 
which they stand. The 
queen is also ina bad state of 
health. 

Westerman, adjutant-gene- 
ral of the Belgian army, trans- 
mitted to the Convention 
some information respecting 
the state of the army. By 
these accounts it appears, that 
that 22,000 men had set out 
to reinforce the 28,000 un- 
der general Valence, who are 
besieging the citadel of Na- 
mur: that a column of the e- 
nemy’s troops, consisting of 
15000 men, were marching to 
relieve the garrison: that the 
first fort was taken: that the 
French military chest was en: 
tirely exhausted ; and that on 
the 26th ult. it contained only 
ten livres: that the ancient 
Belgic States, in concert with 
the clergy, were endeavouring 
to excite an insurrection : that 
the Belgian patriots had pro- 
mised a loan of 30 or 40,600 
millions ot florins: but that it 
would require time to raise it: 
and lastly, the army was in such 
distrefs for want of money, 
that it could not long remain 
in its present situation. 

Miscellaneous. 

Nov. 20. Yesterday morning 

the princefs royal of Denmark 
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was safely 
daughter. 

The famous prince de Kau- 
nitz is dead at Vienna, at the 
age of So. 

Quarrels between the Ruf- 
sian and Polith soldiers are 
of late more frequent than e- 
ver. 

The duke Of Saxe Teschen 
is very ill at Bonn. 

General Montesquiou has 
not emigrated, as was suppo- 
sed. He left his army in or- 
der to appear at the bar of 
the Convention. To difsipate 
the suspicions that had been 
formed against him, he has 


of a 


delivered 


publithed a long letter in Pa- 
vis in his justification. 


——————— 
Domestic. 

The administration of this 
country have suddenly taken 
the alarm, occasioned by cir- 
cumstances which yet require 
to be explained. ‘The militia 
of several counties of England 
have been ordered to be em- 
bodied; and parliament has 
been suddenly summoned to 
meet on Thursday the 13th 
instant. Frequent cabinet 
councils have been held of 
late ; many-fhips ordered into 
commifsion; troops marched 
from one place to another ; 
the tower of London sudden- 
ly ordered to be put into the 
best state of defence; the 
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jhood of the Tower broke up and 


barricaded ; houses of rendez- 
vous opened for seamen; and 
a prefs talked of. In thort, 
things wear at present every 
appearance of war both fo- 
reign and domestic. A fhort 
time will probably serve to 
explain the causes of these 
mysterious proceedings. 

In the mean time, afsocia- 
tions are going forward for 
reform; and counter afsocia- 
tions, for preserving the con- 
stitution. Magistrates, and 
public bodies of men, are in 
active exertions to preserve 
the public peace, and discou- 
rage seditious writings. It 
does not appear as yet evident 
to us, that there is good rea- 
son for these alarms, 

EGin. Nov. 27. The lord pro- 
vost, magistrates, and couneil of 
this city, came to the unani- 
mous resolution, of empleying . 
the most eminent engineers to 
make a survey and report, as 
to the practicability. of execu- . 
ting a canal from the west 
country to bring coals and o- 
ther articles, which there a- 
bound at a cheap rate, to this 
city. 

The trustees for rebuilding 
the college here, have recei- 
ved from the right honourable 
Henry Dundas, a list of sub- 
scriptions at Bombay, amount- 
ing to 5700 Bombay rupees, 
with bills of exchange, trans- 


guards at the bank doubled ;/mitted to him by P, Crawford 
the streets in the neighbour-| Bruce. ° 
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Died the 29th November; The scarcity of coal is very 
last Sir David Dalrymple of|distrefsing to the inhabitants 
Hailes, baronet, one of the/of Edinburgh and Glasgow ; 
senators of the College of Jus-|and the advanced price is se- 
tice. verely felt by the lower ranks 
Seven indictments for libel,/as well as by the manufactu- 
at the instance of the king,/rers. It is fortunate, howe- 
against the authors and pub-/ver, the remedy is soeasy as 
lifhers of works complained|cutting a canal to a country 
of by the Attorny General,/abounding with coal, and 
were found by the Grand Ju-jnearly in a ,/ne between the 
ry on 28th November. two cities. in many parts of 
The officers and privates of| Lanarkfhire, coal is wrought 
the London militia are or-|for from one fhilling to fifteen- 
dered to hold themselves in}pence a ton. The cheapnefs 
readinefs, upon a fhort notice,|of water carriage, and the 
to be under arms, if necefsary,/high price of the cart of coals 
for the supprefsion of riots|at Edinburgh and Glasgow, 
and tumults. containing only twelve hun- 
On Friday last, the 23d ult.|dred weight, are generally 
a small boat with two men,|known. And if this naviga- 
David Clarke and Thomas'|tion is not immediately agreed 
Withart, was overset by a sud-jupon, high as coal now is, 
den swell of the sea, when em-|there is perhaps too much rea- 
ployed in the lobster fifhing, a-|son to fear another advasce 
mong the rocks which run out/may take place, and that seon-~ 
from Fife’s Nep. Withartjer than some people appre- 
stuck by the boat, and after be-/hend. 
ing about two hours in the} The subscription for the 
water, he was providentially|Argylefhire canal is now more 
picked up ; by proper care he/than full. 
was soon perfectly recovered.| On the qth curt. four houses 
Clarke swam for a quarterjof rendezvous were opened at 
of an hour upon an oar, but/Lendon for entering sailors; 
being at length exhausted, he|two of the hcuses are on Tow- 
went down,*and has not yet/er hill, andtwo in Wapping. 
been found.—For some time| Contracts have been ente- 
he drifted near the boat, and|red into at the War Office, 
spake frequently to Wihart,/for draught-horses for the ar- 
who could give him no afsist-|tillery in London and its en- 
ance. He has left +a widow, |virons. 
with three young children, in| That part of the books and 
a destitute situation. papers of the Ordnance Office, 
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which have been at the duke/severely beat him and used 
of Richmond’s house in Privy ,him in a most fhameful man- 
Gardens, have been removed jner, without any provocation, 
to the office in the Tower. and then let him go. 

General Medows is come} Ten hares of Carron Com- 
home pafsengerin the Dutton,!pany stock were lately sold 
and several other officers, who/here for L.2010, which is a 


all landed at Dover. 
Newcastle, Dec. 8. Tuesday 


night, astrong gale of wind pre- | pany 


vailed in this town and neigh- 


strong proof of the present 

flourifhing state of that Com- 
n . 

On the roth ult, at Loch 

there 


bourhood, by which several/Rannach, Perththire, 
stacks of chimnies were blown| were felt three repeated smart 
down, and othermaterialdamage/fhocks of an earthquake, ac- 
done. By the same gale, onejcompanied with a rumbling 
of the pinnacles of that beau-jnoise, like that of distant 
tiful structure, St Nicholas) thunder. 
church steeple, was blown} The Consols /but yesterday, 
down, — Dec 7. and though a great 
All the forts on the coast/number of people were getting 
are ordered to be put into a/out their Stock, the price was 
proper state of defence; Tyne-|well kept up. Towards the 


mouth barracks are included ;/close they declined a little ; 


but upon the whole, the mar- 
ket was more firm than it has 
been for some time past. 

A letter, dated Barcelona} A meeting of the merchants 
3d November curt. from cap-/has beea held at Liverpool, in 
tain Robert Oliphant of the/which several resolutions were 
Favourite, belonging to Kirk-|pafsed against monoply, exer- 
caldy, mentions, that on the/cised by the East India Com- 
26th October last, he was} pany; and a petition is to be 
boarded by an Algerine fri-| presented in parliament, to 
gate, and after they were] consider the who/e of the sub- 
close up with him, they hois-jject ; and that the Liverpool 
ted their colours and fired a|people may be heard by coun- 
fhot, which luckily pafsed over|sel, against the renewal of the 


and several men are now em- 
ployed in the necefsary re- 
pairs. 


them. After coming along- 
side, Captain Oliphant was 
ardered up and strictly ex- 
amined, and they ordered four 
_hands to hold the captain, 
while two others with ropes 


Company’s Charter. 

Dec. 11. The General Con- 
vention of the delegates from 
all the different societies of the 
Friends of the People, was 
held in Edinburgh. 
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Forgicn. . 
France. 
~Prial of the bing. 

“Tue principal businefs that has 
occupied the attention of the 
French National Convention 
since our last, has been the trial 
of the king. After many long 
and tumultuous debates, it was 
at length decreed that he fhould 
be brought to the bar of that 
afsembly on the rith of De- 
cember, to answer to such in- 
terrogatories as fhould be put 
to him. Having been accor- 
dingly put to the bar, about 
twelve o'clock that day, he 
there underwent a long exami- 
nation. The questions put to 
him related chiefly to his ha- 
ving supplied the emigrant 
-princes with money ;*refusing 
to sanction the decrees of the 
National Afsembly ; leaving the 
country destitute of the means’ 
of defence ; and employing the 
Swifs guards for the purpose of 
establifhing his own authority, 
independent of the other con- 
stituted authorities of the state. 

The king was calm, collec- 
ted, usembarrafsed. He an- 
swered every question with- 
‘out hesitation, as it was put. 
Sometimes he said he acted as 
the law had authorised him; to 
others he said -the accusation 
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was false, and the evidenc® 
produced, forgeries. With re- 
gard to others, the blame he al- 
leged lay not with him, but 
with the ministers under whose 
department it fell. On the 
whole, seldom has an accused 
person appeared at the bar of a 
court of justice, who acted 
with more dignity or propriety 
than Lewis xv1; for his con- 
duct was equally free from 
insolence as meannefs, and was 
neither petulant nor timid ; but 
cool, grave, and guarded, 
though vpen, and seemingly 
candid. 

By the queries pat to him, it 
would seem that the accusa- 
tions they have to bring against 
him are of a nature much lef 
serious than was expected ; and 
the proofs alluded to, seem to 
be much lefs decisive than was 
in general supposed. The pub- 
lication of these proceedings 
has produced a great change on 
the mind of the public respec- 
ting him, even in France. 

He was permitted to sit du- 
ring this examination, and he 
concluded by afking leave to 
have counsel to afsist him ip 
preparing his defence, which 
was granted. He made choice 
of Tronchet . aid Target. 





KVili 
The first declined to accept..on 
account of his age and infirmi- 
ties, (Several others . offered 
their services, particularly JZ. 
Lamotgnon de’ Malafherbes, a 
man of 78 years of age, being 
ready, he said, *‘ to devote him- 
self in-his defence ;” and finally, 
these two were appointed to 
discharge that honourable 
though dangerous duty. MM. 
de Sexe, a celebrated advocate 
of; Bourdeaux, was afterwards 
joined to them as a third coun- 
sel. 

The -progrefs of the French 
arms has not been so great of 
late as formerly. The Austri- 


ans tetook Franckfort after a 
pretty smart engagement, in 


which a great number of 
French were killed, and ta- 
ken, prisoners ; and a report 
prevails that Custine had been 
defeated with a great slaugh- 
ter, and himself taken prisonert: 
Kut this wants confirmation, 
It seems however to be unde- 
niable, that the French troops 
are at present in great want of 
the ‘most necefsary articles of 
subsistence, and are nearly in 
the state that Shakespeare 
describes ; ‘‘ sans stock- 
ings, sans fhoes, sans bread, 
sans every thing.” Dumourier 
writes to the National Conven- 
tion, “ That. if he had not by 
great accident captured two 
boats Jaden with oats upon 
the Scheldt, his cavalry . must 
have perifhed for want of fo- 
sage. He complains of the mi- 
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nister of war for not_ providing 
supplies; and the minister of 
war  exculpates himself by 
throwing the blame on _ the 
commifsary of stores. All 
that can be known with cer- 
tainty is, that the army is in a 
state of miserable suffering. 

The diet of Ratisboa have at 
length consented to put their 
forces on the war establifhment, 
with a view to act with vigour 
against the, French in the 
spring. 

A report prevails that France 
and Spain have concluded a 
treaty offensive and defensive, 
This news comes by the way 
of Lisbon, but wants confirma- 
tion. 

Domestic. 
House of Lords. 

Their lordthips afsembled on 
Thursday Dec. 13th, in obedi- 
ence to the royal proclamation ; 
and, at half past two, his majes- 
ty being,seated on the throne, 
Sir Francis Molyneux was sent 
to demand the attendance of the 

commons; when the speaker of 
that house, and several membeis, 
appearing at the bar, his majesty 
was pleased to deliver the fol- 
lowing most gracious speéch. 
“ My Lords and, Gentlemen, 

“* Having judged it necefsa- 
ry to pet iin 6 a part of the mi- 
litia of this kingdom, I ‘have, 
in pursuance of the provisions 
of the law, called you, together 

within the time, limited for 
that purpose; and it is on 
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évery account, a preat satisfac- | “ I have carefully observed 
ton to me to meét you inja'strict neutrality in*the pre- 
parliament at this conjuncture. /sént war on the continent, and 
,. * Tfhould have been hajpy |have uniformly abstained from 
if I could have announced to/any interference with respect 
you the secure and undisturbed /to the internal affairs of France ; 
continuance of all the blefsings | but it is impofsible for me to 
which my subjects have de-|see, without the most serious 
rived from a state of tranguilli- }uneasinefs, the strong and in- 
ty ; but events have recently /creasing indications which have 
occurred, which require our u- | appeared there, of am intention 
nited vigilance and exertion, in| to excite disturbances in other 
order to preserve the advan-/countries, to disregard’ the 
tages which we have hitherto! rights of neutral nations, and to 
enjoyed. pursue views of conquest: and 
““ The seditious ~ prattices| aggrandizement, as well as ‘to 
which had beeti, in @ great/adept, towards “myvallies the 
measure, cliecked by your firm] States General, who -have»ob- 
and explicit declaration in the|served the same neutrality with 
last sefsion, and by the general }myself, measures which are 
concurrence af my people in/neither conformable to the law 
the same sentiments, havé of|of nations, nor to the positive 
late been more openly renew- | stipulations of existing treaties. 
ed, and with increased activi- | Under all these ‘circumstances, 

ty. ~ |I have felt it my indispensible 
Ais A spirit of tumult and prow to have recourse ta: those 

disorder (the natural conse-/ means of prevention:and inter- 
quence of such practices) has |nal defence; with which Lam 
fhewn itself in acts of riot and/intrusted by law and oI have 
insurrection, which required the {also thought it right to ‘take 
interposition of a military force!steps for making somecaugmen- 
in support of the civil magi- | tation of my naval andmilitary 
strate: the fdustry employed | force ; being persuaded thatthese 
fa excite discontent on vari-| exertions are necefsary in» the 
ous pretexts, in different parts| present state of affairs, and-are 
of the kingdom, has appeared|best calculated both to main- 
to proceed from a design to at-/tain internal ‘tranquillity, and 
tempt thé destruction of our|to render a firm and temperate 
happy constitution, and the sub-|conduct effectual for preserving 
vérsion Of afl order and 'go-/’'the blefsings of peace: 

vérnment ; and this design has “‘ Nothing willbe neglected 
evidently been pursued ‘in con-{on my part that can-contribute 
nection and Concert with fer- | to that important object, consis- 
sons in foreign countrits, tently with the. sdcurity: of 
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my kingdoms, and with. the 
faithful, performance. of engage: 
ments ah we are ‘bound e- 
qually by interest and honour 
to fulfil, , ' 

“ Gentlemen of the house of 

Commons, 

‘“* I have ordered the esti- 
mates for the ensuing year to 
be laid before you, and I. have 
no doubt that you will be ready 
to make.a due provision for the 
several branches of the public 
service. 

“ You .will certainly join 
with me in. lamenting any ne- 
cefsity for .extraordinary ex- 
peaces, which may for a. time 
prevent either the application 
of additional sums beyond those 
which, are already annually ap- 
propriated to the redyction of 
the public, debt, or retard the 
relief, which, my subjects might 
have derived from a farther di- 
minution of taxes. 

** But. Iam. confident you 
will feel, that those great ends 
will, ultimately be best promo- 
tedby, such exertions as are 
necefgary;for our present and 
future. safety and tranquillity. 

“ And it.is,a great consolation 
to me to reflect.that you will 
find amgle.resources for effec- 
tually defraying the expence of 
vigorous preparations, from 
the excefs of the actual reve- 
nue beyond the ordinary expen- 
diture.., > 

“ My Lords and Gentlemen, 

“I have great, pleasure in 


acquainting you, thet the bril-} 


liant succefses of the Britith 


arms in India. under the~ able 
eonduet | 2 of 
Cornwallis, have led to the 
termination of the «war, ‘by an 
advantageous: and honourable 
peace, the terms*of which are 
peculiarly satisfactory to me, 
from their tendency to secure 
the future tranquillity of the 
Britifh dominions: in that part 
ofthe world, 

“ Your attention will now 
naturally be directed to the ta- 
king such measures for the fu- 
ture government of those va- 
luable pofsefsions, as thall ap- 
pear,.from experience and fuil- 


consideration, most likely to» 


provide fer their internal pros- 
perity, and to secure the im- 
portant advantages. which may 


be derived from thence to the” 
commerce and revenue of this: 


country. 

“ I am persuaded that it 
will be the object of your: ims 
mediate consideration; to adopt: 
such measures.as may be ne< 
cefsary, under the present. cir- 
cumstances, for enforcing obex 


dience to the laws, and: for re-) 


prefsing every attempt >to dis. 
turb the peace and tranquillity 
of these kingdoms. 

“ You will be:sensible how 
much depends on the result of 
your deliberations.; and -your 
uniform, conduct is the . best 
pledge that nothing will be 


‘| wanting on. your part which 


can contribute to the present 
security and permanent advan- 
tage of the country. 
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“ FE retain adeep and! unalx 
terable.sense of the. repeate 
proofs which I heve received of 
your cordial and: affectionate 
attachment to me; and I-place 
an entire reliance on the’ con- 
tinuance of these: sentiments, as 
well. as>on your firm determi- 
nation ta defend and maintain 
that constitution which has so 
long protected the liberties, an 
promoted’ the happinefs of eve- 
ry clafs.of my subjects. 

“ iIn. endeavouring: to: pte- 
serve, and to transmit to poste- 
rity, the inestimable blefsings, 
which, under the favour of pro- 
vidence;- you ‘have yourselves 
experienced, - you may be: afsu- 
red of my ealous and cordial 
co-eperation 3 and» our . joimt 
efforts will, J. doubt not, be 
rendered. completely effectual. 
by the decided support of a 
free and Joyal people.” 

Adter the king’s speech the 
addrefg. was moved im the house 
of peers by lord Hardwicke and 
and seconded by jcrd- Walsing: 
hams Lord Grenville for, and 
and the marquis of Lansdowne 
against the: addrefs; were: the 
principal. speakers; lord Stor- 
mont and lord Rawdon concar- 
ted with the addrefs. 

In the house of commons the 
addrefs was moved by the lord 
mayor of London, and seconded 
by Mr Wallace. Mr'Fox op- 
posed it with great energy, and 
moved -an amendment. ‘Mr 
Grey, Mr Sheridan, and Mr 
Erskine spoke in favour: of «it ; 


ir. 
aestions! of ‘this sort. The: 


oprincipal’ ey the’ ad- 


drefs were Mr Wyndham; “Mr- 
Dundas; against it’ Mir Fox. Mr" 
Sheridan, Mr Grey. For the 
amendment 50, against it 290 ; 
majority 240. 

The other businefs in* parlia- 
ment has been of Refs tmpor- 
tance; unlefs that on Dee 20th, 
when a réport’ from’ the com- 
mittee of supply: was brotgtit’ 
up, by which 28008~ seamen” 
were voted, Mr Burke, Mr 
Fox, and Mr’ Sheridan ‘agreed - 
in thinking the navy‘ was of so- 
much consequence in the pte.” 
sent situation of affairs that they 
all declared if 40,060 men’ ‘had* 
been thought. necefsaty they 
would have readily agreed to it. . 
Mr Fox: seems to be so° thtich 
affected with the perilous ‘state 
in which:the king’ of France 
now is ¢circumstanced; and’ so 
anxious to save the 'péople of 
France from‘being' guilty of an 
atrocity of conduct, thet weakk 
do much injuty to the eause Fin: - 
which ‘they ’ have“ erigaged, 
that. he ‘suggested’ to the “mis 
nister the propriety of bringing 
forward some motion‘ that might 
convince the French, by the 
perfect unanimity of that house, 
‘that this nation would not look 
on with indifference. 

Dec. 20th, The chanceHor of 
the exchecquer, in conformity 
with what had recently; pafsed 
on this subject, ‘moved, © “That 
an addrefs ‘be presented to his 
Majesty, requesting copies and 


but Iefs warmly than usual in extracts of the instructio.s trans. 
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mitted to lord Gower, at. Pa- Trial of Thomas Payne; 
ris, Grew fhould be laid before... This, long expected. traf 
the house,” which was ordered came. on at Guild hall on 
nen. COM Fuesday Dec. 18. Thomas 
Since the meeting of par- Payne was acoused of having 
hiament a strong spirit has dis- written and publifhed acer. 
played itself through all parts tain seditious bock, under the 
Gf the country towards dis- title of the second part of the 
couraging those afsodiations, rights of man, &c. 
chiefly among the lower claf-; | ‘The. attorney. general, in 
ses of men, which had beeome support of the prosecution, read 
very general for the purpose several excerpts from this work, 
of forcing a reform, and pre- on which he commented, en- 
pazating notions respecting 'deavonring to fhow as he, went 
government, that the sober along that they were of a se- 
elafs of citizens have thought ditious tendency, being. cal- 
had a tendency to excite sedi-' culated merely to betray the. 
tious discontents, [he news- ‘ignorant into a belief that the 
papers are now filled with loy-' people are under the rule of a 
al and constitutional resolves, set of tyrants, and that they 
in’ which the parties bind ‘are little better. than slaves, 
themselves, with their persons groaning under the severest 
and: fortune, to support the ex- ‘opprefsion. 
ecutive power in supprefsing} Mr Erikine, with his usual 
all riotous proceedings, and, ingenuity, rose in defence of 
discouraging seditious publica~/Mr Payne; but on this occz- 
tions of every sort. Mr Grey; sion it was very. observable 
thade @ motion in the house that he spoke. with a much 
of commons, levelled at these | greater degree of caution, than 
afgsociations, in which he alle-)is usual with him. _He_ took. 
ged thet the same attention care in particular to state, yery 
was. not bestowed. in  preser-'clearly, that inthis defence, he 
ving a due subordination. tolacied merely in the. course of 
the laws among bodies of this!businefs, His arguments were 
description of men, as withlingenious; but did not con- 
regard to’ those afsociations;vince, the jury ; who stopped 
which afsumed to) themselves;the attorney, general when he 
‘the mame. of friends. of . the;\began to make.,.a reply, the 
seople.» ‘The «motion was over-jforeman of the, jury. politely 
ruled; but it is,to be withed/telling him, that, he was in- 
that a due attention, may,, be} structed by his brethren to in- 
bestowed to. prevent any .ex-|form him that they were satis- 
cefses' originating from »thislfied, Verdict guiity. 
cause. 
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“The consequences” of this |stain'them; until of late’ that a 
werdict will be in some future jdesision of the house of peers 
time made known to the pub-|threw the validitv of these 
Jie. votes into doubt. Since that 
Scotland, time the general sense of the 
Besides the general reform /|people in this country seems 
fin parliament, and a reform|to accord with that decision s 
with respect ‘to the royal bur-jand meetings of delegates, from 
roughs, there is another re-jall the counties of . Scotland, 
‘form in agitation at present in|/have of late been held in E- 
Scotland, that is more likely dinburgh, to devise a law by 
‘to obtain the general approba-|which this evil may be best 
tion ‘of the country, and the/remedied, without making any 
sanction of parliament than ei-/hurtfal encroachment on ~ the 
ther of the others. constitution: The proceed- 
For many years past a prac-jings of this body have been 
tice has prevailed, which'was at|regular and temperate; and, 
‘Jast becoming very general, for|with a commendable caution, 
men of great landed property|they have resolved to submit 
to give lemporary dispositions|every proposition to: the deli- 
to the superiority of eertain|berate .consideration’ of the : 
Jands, belonging of right to] public at large, allowing»due 
themselves, to such persons as|time for reflection, before'they 
they knew to be well affec-jadopt any resolution.  Dhe 
ted- towards them, by which! progrefs in this case isoslow 5 
means a man of large landed |but it appears'to be the, only 
property, who can by law have/rational plan by-« which the 
only a right to give one vote/real sense of the country can 
in any county of Scotland, for|/be obtained, and therefore 
a member to serve in parlia-|may be deemed the wisest and 
ment, acquited the command/most constitutional mode‘ of 
of a great number of votes ;|proceeding.. When’ they have 
which many persons believed|agreed‘as to the Jeadingpra- 
gave these great men an un-|positions, these will then be 
due influence jin the county, {submitted to the consideration 
The votes thus acquired, as'theyjof parliament. At some fu- 
give’ ne real pofsefsion, -havejture period the ‘conclusions 
heen-called nominal and fictrti-\adopted in this case: fhall. be 
ous votes. Many law suits bave/communicated to our readers, 
been instituted with a view to} In consequence of the-un- 
eet these aside; but the deci- |common demand for operative 
sions of the courts in Scotland jhandsiin every. department. of 
have uniformly tended to su-jbusinefs, in ‘the present-flou- 
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rifhing state of ing, ~-which..subjects. the -poor 
. combinations have of this place to very great in- 
verpegenerab-of late among | CORVERIENCE. 
different clafses of this discrip-| The — of Edin. 
tion of persons, to abstain from|burgh on this occasion have 
-work, until their employers jexerted themselves to alle viate 
fhould agree to augment their /this evil in a manner me~ 
wages. Im many cases thisjrits the warmest approbation 
_ has been productive of the de-jof the public, They grant 2 
. sired effect, and a rise of price/considerable bounty on all: 
> has been the necefsary conse-/coals imported into Leith, 
uence. But in no case has/and grant other indulgences 
the effects of these combina-/| tending to moderate the price. 
tions been more severely felt}But the vefsels freighted to 
than that-which respects coal-|bring coals within the frith, 
liers, This description of men|where only. they can pais, duty 
. by being able to.carn much/free, are detained.so long be- 
higher wages than others of|fore they can be loaded, as to 
: their own rank, can afford to/counteract the beneficent 
lie idle, without experiencing|ses of the magistrates. The 
the effects of want, much/only effectual remedy seems 
longer than . others. They/jto be to obtain a repeal of the 
have of late exercised this/the coal duty, which alone can 
power to the utmost, in thejopen a free intercourse . be- 
coal works around this place ;}tween this place and Newcastle 
. in consequence of which the and Sunderland. 
quantity of coal raised has} We hear a very rich seam 
«been so much hort of the usu-jof coal was lately discovered 
al demand, that the price ofat St Catharine’s within three 
this necefsary article has. star-|miles of Edinburgh.—The pe- 
‘ted in a few months from fivejtroleum of the famous balm 
pence the hundred weight, its}well ifsued from this coal. 
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To OUR ‘READERS. ‘” 

4s there are now consdérable arrears due for thit work, 
especially by persons at a distance, the Editor requests the fa- 
vou of bis substribers to make remittances when opportuniiges 
offer. The sums due by each individual must appear verpirif- 
ting to them; but when many small sums are added together, 
che amount becomes considerable, and of some consequence to the 
Eduor. Few will imagine that the arrears due on this work 


, oquld be greatly above a thousand pounds, 
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